srestqufea<sqror — Nouns and Pronouns in Sanskrit

Contributors

Kedar S. Naphade, Narhari Acharya, Dhruba Chakravarti, Avinash Sathaye !
Introduction?:

This document is a word-form list. In sanskrit, barring some exceptions, all words with the same
gender and ending syllable have identical forms. Hence if you want to know the forms of any
word all you have to do is to locate its paradigm in this document, meaning a word with the
same gender and the same ending syllable.

Having said this, we should remember that we have supplied only the main paradigms here.
There are exceptions and special words that may have to be learnt from advanced books. There
are also tricky issues about what the ending syllable is, which may also require further learning.
There is information about a project to generate these paradigms automatically. Check at the

end of this document.

What are forms? In Sanskrit, the exact form in which any word appears in a sentence is
governed by the role the word plays in it. This role is called a vibhakti. An explanation of
vibhakti-s and their meanings is provided in the following table.

Explanation of the different vibhaktis :

[ECIESE Sanskrit case name | Case name Meaning (usual)
1| 9¥9HT prathamA Nominative performer/subject
2 | fggmar dvitIy A Accusative object
3 QT-ﬁT{T tR"itIy A Instrumental | instrument
4 ﬁ@ﬁ chaturthl Dative for whom the action is performed
5| 9=HT pa.nchaml Ablative from where the action is performed
6 | wST shhashhThI Possesive denotes possesion
7| awHT saptaml Locative location of the action, in, on, at, among
8 | g=ry=H | sambodhanam.h Vocative used to address someone

There are special considerations in identifying endings. For example the word bhavat.h and the
word marut.h both seem to end in a t.h and are masculine. But technically, bhavat.h ends in
at.h and is formed from the root bhuu. This causes it to behave differently from marut.h. In
some cases, words take on a differnt set of rules depending on the intended meaning and usage.
For instance, vAri and shuchi both end in i and are neuter, but the latter is an adjective and
takes optional forms in the dative, ablative and genetive which are derived as if it is masculine.
Such exceptions shall be noted at the appropriate places in this document.

The point of this discussion is to warn the reader not to distrust a strange looking declension of
a word immediately, most probably there is a rule for it! We also wish to point out that this is

only a primer, not an exhaustive treatise!

IEmail addresses, ksn2@lehigh.edu, ACHARB@msuvx2.memphis.edu, dhruba@nfinity.nfinity.com, sohum@ms.uky.edu
2Please see the accompanying document A Primer to Sanskrit Grammar, grammarintro.itx/.ps for additional introduction.

If you are interested in volunteering for other phases of this project or others such as Sanskrit-English dictionary, please send
an email to ksn2@lehigh.edu.



What follows is a list of paradigms.

Every paradigm is tabulated as an 8x3 table. The eight rows correspond to the eight vibhaktis
mentioned in the table at the beginning of this document. The three coloumns correspond to
singular, dual and plural forms.

First a brief idea of how the declensions are formed. The suffixes for the eight vibhaktis are

defined as follows:

Masc. Fem. singular dual plural
Nom., Voc. q Adqr ;|
Acc. IH =T 3|
Inst. AT T ﬁﬁ:[
Dat. T WTH
Abl. SISN WTH
Gen. AT E’Fﬁ'{{ A
Loc. g E’Fﬁ'{{ q
Neu. singular dual plural
Nom., Acc. q g g
Voc. - g g

Rest as above

Given a word, these suffixes are joined to it, after some prescribed transformations to the word
itself and then further rules of transformations and sandhi do their job. Since it is impractical to

do all this processing to get each single word, it is customary to memorize paradigms, which is

what we present next.

Continued .....



wesafafeawegar: Paradigms of Nouns

Masculine words ending in “a” : deva(god),
sUrya(sun), dIpaka(lamp) ...

T F@r E@m

T T A

YT FEDET A9

AT AN T

I AT T

e T9En: SE9TE

Tq TgAT: 9y

T TEr EaT
The T to U change : If T occurs after any one of
T, ¥, 3, & in one word and only vowels,
anusvAra, guttarals ( Fa3r) or palatals ( TaIT)
intervene then the = changes to U provided it is
immediately followed by one of the vowels or one of
T , € or anusvAra. Thus if T is replaced by ¥,
then we get YTHUT in place of 4= , however, TTHTT
is just like EH'IT-[ . The requirement of being in one
word is strict and preverbs can cause this rule to be
not invoked, since they are technically in a different
word. It is impossible to cover all the fine issues here
and the reader needs to study it further.
The other change for “rAma( T1¥)” is that the
genetive plural is rAmANAm.h( TTHTUTH) since the

above rule applies.

(1%

Neuter words ending in “a” : vana(forest),

jala(water), gR "iha(house)...
FaH T FATT
FaH T FAT
FAT AT g
TAT FANATH T
FATA  FANITH TN

g gagr:  gaEmH
EECERIHECE L)
T gT  gdane

It is worth noting that the only difference in
the above two paradigms is in nom/acc/voc
cases. Also, note that there are no feminine

words ending in “a”. The word aTT

dAra meaning a woman is actually masculine
and only in plural and it also has a feminine
form as aTXT dArA.

Feminine words ending in “A” : mAIlA
(garland), kavitA (poem), kathA (story). ..
HTAT AT HTAT:
qTATH AT {TAT:
HlTdl  HIATHTH H‘IHTFH‘:
AT HATATRET  ATAT:
HTATET:  HTATITH HTART:

HTATLIT: HTAYT: HI(’II"IIH\
HI(’IIQIH\ HTAYT: ‘-H('ll(jD
qTr |TT HTAT:

There are no neuter words with ending “A”
and there are few masculine ones. We list one
sample below. Be aware of the n.h to N.h
transformation so that the form of ¥THT ramA
in gen. plural is THMH ramANAm.h.

Also, three special words AT ambA, IFHT
akkA and AT allA have voc. singular form
as I amba, HAFH akka and A alla.

Masculine words ending in “A” :

gopA (cowboy), vishvapA (protector of

universe) ...
T9T: TET T
AT 39T I
AT TYRATH, TATH:
MY TRITH TR
TT: IO TN
T T AT,
mfe mEn: W
T9T: 9T AT
Masculine words ending in “i” : kavi(poet),
ravi(sun) ...
wfq:  HAT FAA:
HEH  FAT  FEA

wfqar  &fEmy & faha:
AT HOITH &



T ROIA &

A FAT:  HAEATH

FAT  FAT:  HEY

FT  FHET FET:
As above, note the n.h to N.h change if Tfa
replaces &9 in ins. singular and pos. plural.
We will not repeat observation about this
change further.
The masculine word & sakhi meaning
friend is very irregular and behaves differently
when appearing at the end of certain
compounds. Also, 9fd pati meaning husband
is irregular as well, but behaves normally

when it appears at the end of compounds!

Feminine words ending in “i” :

mati(intelligence), shruti (hearing) ...
gfa:  Adqr AT
afaq #dar  Hdr:
qar  AfoEm Afah
e / "gaa q@fem \8fos:
qdT: [/ g "fEm "o

qT: [ " "qAT: HAEE
qaTH /At " "fay
qq AT HOS:

Neuter words ending in “i”

grfc  arfeofr  arafr

aifc  grfeor T

gifvor  arfoEmr i

AT mifrers AT

grfvor:  gFrfoEm o

grfror:  grfrem: TR

I e e

gy / arfc g g

As mentioned above, the word ﬂﬁ‘ shuchi,

when used as a neuter adjective meaning pure

: vAri (water) ...

can take on optional forms in addition to the
paradigm above. These are:

3\1’5@' shuchaye in dat. singular, 3\1’%‘: shucheH
in abl./gen. singular and E'\[Qﬂ': shuchyoH in

gen./loc. dual.

: sudhl

Masculine words ending in “I”
(intelligent) ...

gfr  mihamr g
giue:  giham gdha
g gfwam: givam
afafr afwr Ty

Feminine words ending in “I” : nadl (river) ...

EEIIE 1

TE AT TEn

qEAT  AERETR A
TI  TERITH TEnRE:
TET:  AENETH TERE:

TAT: QT TR
T A A9y
afs Tt T

The word *T shrl meaning the goddess of
wealth has nom. singular as 3T
but is otherwise just as above. The list of

such exceptional words is:

STET AT aYr TeHT °T A 8

Masculine words ending in u :

bhAnu(sun),

pashu(animal), taru(tree), hetu(cause) ..

WA AT T
MTAT WTAT 9TERT
AT VT 9T
VAT NI, T
T T |
qET vT=aT: 9Ty
CICIRI G ICEE




Adjectives ending in u and belonging to
neuter gender take on additional optional
forms as follows:

The adjective guru meaning heavy optionally
takes, 11'(’5’ gurave in dat. singular, ll'el':
guroH in abl. and gen. singular, 113\'7‘: in gen.
and loc. dual and {I:{sl‘ gurau in loc. singular.
Note that these are similar to the masculine

version!

Masculine words ending in U , svayaMbhU
(self-born)

I TEET  EEa:

FAEH A ST

FIEAT @I Eah

TIT WO @O

T FEDAT ST

I WEAr: SEam
EREIEERSEECIEREE T

| w|Ear @|aa:

There is another variant of this class, the
word khalapU (purifier of the evil) which is

similar except in the following cases:

nom./acc./voc. dual ®AAT , nom./acc./voc.
plural T

ins. singular AW , dat. singular A ,
abl./gen. singular ®@: , gen. loc. dual

TET: and loc. singular ®@E . In short,
the vowel U gets dropped in the khalapU
forms, where it shortens to u in the
svayaMbhU forms!

Feminine words ending in U , vadhU (bride),
chamU (army).......

TY: FAT TA:

T AT T

TAT THATH, T

T TPAH LA

TEAT: LA T

TAT: TEAT: TYATH

TATH, FAT: TIY

T TAT TA:

There is a variant of these too. The word bhU
(earth) has similar properties, namely, its U
shortens to u instead of dropping. It also has

additional optional forms. So, we list it

completely.

W Er uT

¥ag Er ua

¥ar e b

4T /4T T

VAT [T I

VaT: [E: AT AT AT
vare Mfa a9y

Masculine words ending in “R"i” : pitR"i
(father)

frar foaer fyae

fraoy fyasr fager

frar fagarr fagf:

frr fapamt o

frg: fapam faqar

fog: fosm:  fagor
frafr foam: fogy
foa: foaar frae

Note that the vocative singular is actually
pitar and this can be important in sandhi

forms.



The word nR"i (man) has an optional gen.
plural TJUTH, UMTH , otherwise, it behaves just
as above.

Actually, the above word is typical of words
expressing relations. Usual words ending in
R"i are declined differently, in nom./acc./voc.

We give one sample netR"i (leader):

AT AT AT
AT FETT A
T A A
T APEE T
G APIH AP

TG AT Ao
qafr J= T a9y
e GBI CIES

Feminine words ending in “R"i” : mAtR"i
(mother)
These behave like pitR"i except for the acc.

plural. Thus it is AT{: and not AT .

Masculine words ending in “t.h” : marut.h

(wind), bhUbhR"it.h (king),
Hed Hedl Hed:

qEaH HEAr HEA:

qEAT HESAT HEE:

Hed HESAdH HE|d:
Hed: HRIYUMH Heg¥d:
qEq: HEAD: HEATH

qefq #Ear: q&cg

Hed Hedl Hed:

Feminine words ending in “t.h” :
vidyut.h(lightning), sarit.h (river)...

All forms are similar to those of marut.h

Neuter words ending in “t.h” : jagat.h
(world), bhAsvat.h(shining)..

The forms for nom./acc./voc. are:
ST ST St

All other forms are similar to marut.h.

Neuter words ending in “R"1” are similar to
netR"i except there are optional forms and
some changes. We give a sample kartR"i
(doer):

There are words ending in other vowels, but
they are rare and exceptional. Some special

ones to look up are rai m.f. (wealth), go m.f.
(bull, cow), dyo f. (sky), nau f. (boat) etc.

The nouns ending in consonants behave much
more regularly. The rules are basically the

sandhi rules in action.

Masculine words ending in “n.h” : rAjan.h
(king)
ST XISITAT XISITA

TSATH TTATHT T
AT ORI IS
T T TR
T TOnGTH TR
T TR O

i /TS e ey
SEEEREIC IR I

Variant form of masculine words ending in
“n.h” : Atman (soul)

ATHAT  ATHTAT  ATHTT:

ATHTAH  ATHTHT AT

ATHAT AT AT

ATHT AT AT

ATHT: AT AT

ATHT: ATHAT:  IATHATH

ATHIT ATHAT:  ATHT

ATHT  ATHTAT  ATHT:




Similar words are brahman.h (creator) ,
yajvan.h (sacrificer) etc. There are other
exceptional forms too, one being the triad
shvan.h (dog), yuvan.h (youth) and
maghavan.h (the king of the gods). These

need to be learnt separately.

Feminine words ending in “n.h” : sIman.h
(border)

HHT HHET S

HHE SHET e

HHT " e

e T

He: ST e

g g e

Grafa difer e e

HH FHEEr {1

Neuter words ending in “n.h” : nAman
(name)

I AT /AT

I AT ATHAT qTET

AT AT A

AT AT AT

AT AT AT

I FTE A

qrfer /Amfr am=En: amg

IEE /AT AT /ATEAT ATET

There are variants in this class too. We give a

~

(1H1l

sample charman.h (skin)

IH  FHUT =T
IH  FHUT  =w\r
THUT IEIT FHO:
THU FEHITH T
THU: FHATH FHE
JHW: FHUT:  FHUTH
FHfr FHUT: 9Hg
IHA /FH qHUT F|ifr

Masuline (or feminine) words ending with s.h
, chandramas.h (moon), sumanas.h(good
minded person), purodhas.h(priest)............
TET: TRHEr TR

THAEH THHAAl TR

THHAT TARIE T
THOd THANGE TwE R
T TRENGT TR

THHE: TwHE:  TwHEH
THAE THHAN: TR0y
T : I Hdl TRaq:

Neuter words ending in s.h, payas.h( milk),
manas.h (mind), tapas.h...
Only the nom./acc./voc. forms are different

and they are:
9T qIEr qEJ i

Masculine (or feminine) words ending “ch.h” :

vAch.h (speech), tvach.h (skin, bark), ruch.h

Words ending in chh.h are declined similarly.

shashin.h

(moon), medhAvin.h(intellegent) etc.

Masculine words ending in “in.h” :

Note that these must be distinguished from

the n.h ends using the meaning of the word.

o wfaEr wrfere

wrfye wrfe=r wrfere:

st wifanamy wrfarf:

wferr  wrfsnam srfenar:

grfer: wrfsn=amy wrfaner:

srfer:  wrfeEr:  srfeETe

wfrfr wrfors: wrfory

wforg wife=r wrfereT:

The feminine forms of words ending in in.h

get a new ending I instead and hence behave
like nadl.




Neuter words ending in “in.h” : manohArin.h
(adjective, beautiful), tejasvin.h (brilliant)
etc.

These differ from the masculine version in
nom./acc./voc. by the following changed

forms:

AR TR AT

Pronoun “tad.h” : (He, She, That)
Masculine forms (He) :

/o4 T

TR AT ar

aT anaTE o

TET anATE

THIE qnAaTH O

T&T qar: ave

afe g Y

There is no vocative case for the pronouns.
Feminine Forms (She)

|T oq ar:

ae T an:

TAT anITH e

TEr angTE ang:

aEgT: angTH ana:

qEIT: qAT: arar

T qAr: arg

Neuter forms (That) have only the nom./acc.
cases different from the masculine form and

each of these is:

aq o ar"

Pronoun “etad.h” (this)
Masculine Forms :

EACRLCLNLCH

TIR TR TET /OAT T /T
T /U AT u

UTET  TARAT T

UaETd Tanam Ta:

UqeT Uddr: /TFAr: AN
UARERT UAET: /UAEr: oAy

The alternate forms of the pronouns are said
to be enclitic, meaning they need to lean

against other words. Thus, they cannot occur
at the start of a sentence. This remark holds

for other pronouns too.

Feminine forms :

UNT U AT

UATH /T Ud /T UAT: /T
TAAT [T QANAT Tt
UTES GARAT TAn:

TaET: UARATH Udna:
TAEAT:  UGEr: /UAEr: UdTEn
UAEATH Ut /TAET: e

Neuter forms:

Uaq U wArt
U /U U /T ATt /aer

The rest of the form are identical to those of

the masculine pronoun etad.h

Pronoun asmad.h(I)

T /AT ATET /AT S T /T

TOT ATENITH AT

qE /A ATEanITH, /AT S /T
9 /A ATEdr: /AT STE TR /T
qfg oaET: eI

asmad.h has identical forms in all the three
genders

Pronoun yushmad.h (You)

H g9 TIH

W /@7 O /AT I /T

AT FANITH, AT

TIH /T AT /A T /A

A A T

a9 /a4 gIar: /AT JEHTRH /T

&t ggar: g

yushhmad.h also has identical forms in all the

three genders.




This is the end of the phase one related to
Sanskrit grammer. Lot more needs to be
done. If you are interested in volunteering for
other phases of this project or others such as
Sanskrit-English dictionary please send an
email to ksn2@lehigh.edu.

Utilities are under development which will
make automatic generation of these
paradigms using a computer program called
qdatr. For more information and current
status, please consult the Sanskrit Goodies
section on the web site
http://www.ms.uky.edu/ sohum If you wish
to join in this development (which will some
day do the verbs too), please send e-mail to

sohum@ms.uky.edu (Avinash Sathaye).




