


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Contents Arranged Subjectwise 915 

A Pusillanimous Proposal 1 35 Work and Speech 474 
English Enterprise and Swadeshi 149 The Unhindoo Spirit of Caste 
The Question of the Hour 161  Rigidity 533 
Omissions and Commissions at Caste and Democracy 536 

Berhampur 238 The Soul and India's Mission 710 
Graduated Boycott 292 Back to the Land 732 
Curzonism for the University 327 The Village and the Nation 736 
The Government Plan of A Great Message 749 

Campaign 357 Asiatic Democracy 757 
And StiU It Moves 361 The Need of the Moment 764 
Defying the Circular 405 The Early Indian Polity 767 
Paradoxical Advice 4 15  Spirituality and Nationalism 799 
British Justice 43 1 A Prayer 8 10 
Mr. A. Chowdhury's Policy 437 India and the Mongolian 8 13  
Political or  Non-Political 452 The New Ideal 834 
Swadeshi in Education 479 The Asiatic Role 842 
Boycott and After 481 The Demand of the Mother 852 
The 7th of August 493 Indian Resurgence and Europe 860 
To Organise Boycott 501 The One Thing Needful 880 
Justice Mitter and Swaraj 512  Palli Samiti (speech) 884 
True Swadeshi 555 
How to Meet the Inevitable Reforms 

Repression 578 The Proverbial Offspring 253 
Swaraj 698 The Gilded Sham Again 374 
The Future of the Movement 701 Comic Opera Reforms 414 
A National University 7 1 7  A n  Out of Date Reformer 417  
The Strike at Tuticorin 726 Caste and Representation 630 
Swaraj and the Coming Anarchy 728 
The Voice of the Martyrs 744 Europe, Asia, Africa 
The Tuticorin Victory 152 Indians Abroad 1 32 
Charter or No Charter 760 An Irish Example 367 
Anti-Swadeshi in Madras 778 Europe and Asia 465 
Freedom of Speech 790 The Korean Crisis 487 
Tomorrow's Meeting 795 Eastern Renascence 527 
The Anti-Swadeshi Campaign 798 Persian Democracy 619 
The Struggle 1in Madras 802 Mustafa Kamil Pasha 721 
The Next Step 807 Asiatic Democracy 757 
The Work before Us 847 India and the Mongolian 8 1 3  

The Asiatic Role 842 
India: Resurgence Indian Resurgence and Europe 860 
India Renascent 1 
Unity - An Open Letter 51 By the Way 

The Old Year 259 By the Way J37  
The Leverage of Faith 289 By the Way 142 
The Strength of the Idea 4 1 1  B y  the Way 146 
The Main Feeder of Patriotism 426 By the Way 1 48 

< English Obduracy and Its Reason 470 By the Way 1 50 



916 Bande Mataram 

By the Way 1 55 Baruipur Speech 855 
By the Way 1 59 Palli Samiti 884 
By the Way 1 68 
By the Way 173 Comments and Controversies 
By the Way 1 77 Darkness in "Light" 1 3 1  
B y  the Way 1 80 By the Way 137 
By the Way 1 84 By the Way 146 
By the Way 1 86 By the Way 148 
By the Way 1 89 By the Way 1 50 
By the Way 194 By the Way 1 55 
By the Way 219 By the Way 159 
By the Way 253 The Bhagalpur Meeting 167 
By the Way 256 The Friend Found Out 172 
By the Way 264 By the Way 173 
By the Way 280 Mischievous Writings 179 

By the Way 330 A Luminons Line 179 
By the Way 407 Statesman's Sympathy Brand 194 

By the Way 600 By the Way 219 

By the Way 623 Many Delusions 234 

By the Way 705 The Writing on the Wall 241 

By the Way 826 A Nil-admirari Admirer 244 

By the Way 892 A Vilifier on Vilification 263 

By the Way 897 By the Way : A Mouse in a Flutter 264 

Simple, not Rigorous 266 

New Lamps for Old · 3 A Recommendation 267 

The "Englishman" as a Statesman 271 

The Doctrine of Passive Resistance 83 A Man of Second Sight 277 

I. Introduction 85 Is this Your Lion of Bengal ? 287 

II. Its Object 90 Anglo-Indian Blunderers 288 

III. Its Necessity 95 Instinctive Loyalty 295 

IV. Its Methods 101  Moonshine for Bombay 
v. Its Obligations 1 07 Consumption 3 1 1  

. VI. Its Limits 1 13 The "Reformer" on Moderation 312 

VII. Conclusions 1 18 Extremism in the "Bcngalee" 3 1 9  

The Morality of Boycott 1 24 An Old Parrot Cry Repeated 340 

Passive Resistance io The Punjab 279 What does Mr. Hare Mean ? 345 

How to Meet the Ordinance 337 The "Statesman" Unmasks 347 

The Moral of the Coconada Strike 433 Sui Generis 350 

The "Statesman" on Mr. 
Bhavani Mandir 59 Mudholkar 352 

The Thunderer's Challenge 365 
Speeches Newmania 372 

Advice to National College Mr. Gokhale on Deportation 373 

Students 5 1 5  The Effect of Petitionary Politics 381 

The Present Situation 652 Commonsense in an Unexpected 
Bande Mataram 666 Quarter 386 
United Congress 850 Drifting Away 387 



Contents Arranged Subjectwise 917 

A Consistent "Patriot" 395 The Fund for Sj. Pal 770 
Paradoxical Advice 415  A Misunderstanding 805 
Slow but Sure 421 A Strange Expectation 809 
Concerted Action 428 Oligarchy Rampant 818 
The Bengal Government's Letter 429 The Indu and the Dhulia Conference 838 
A Current Dodge 440 Peace and Exclusion 858 
The "Statesman" on The "Bengalee" Facing-Both-Ways 878 

Mr. Chowdhuri 453 Providence and Perorations 879 
"Legitimate Patriotism" 455 Leaders and a Conscience 895 
The "Indian Patriot" on Ourselves 495 An Ostrich in Colootola 896 
A Compliment and Some Miscon- I Cannot Join 897 

ceptions 499 By The Way : Colootola Conjures 897 
Pal on the Brain 500 
The Bloomfield M urdcr 503 References to Individuals 
Sankharitola's Apologia 518 The President of the Berhampur 
Our False Friends 521 Conference 226 
The Three Unities of Sankharitola 524 Hare or Another 321 
Impartial Hospitality 539 Mr. Morley's Pronouncement 342 
Free Speech 540 An Out of Date Reformer 417 
The Chowringhee Pecksniff and The K.hulna Comedy 484 

Ourselves 547 The Martyrdom of Bepin Chandra 529 
The "Statesman" in Retreat 551 In Praise of Honest John 600 
Novel Ways to Peace 555 By the Way 623 
"Armenian Horrors" 551 Mustafa Kamil Pasha 721 
The Price of a Friend 561 A Great Opportunity 724 
A New Literary Departure 563 Welcome to the Prophet of 
Mr. Keir Hardie and India 564 Nationalism 740 
The Glory of God in Man 714 The Fund for Sj. Pal 770 
A Misconception 719 Well done, Chidambaram ! 797 
Loyalty to Order 755 Om Shantih 862 



B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L  N O T E  

Volume I of the SRI AUROBINDO BIRTH CENTENARY LIBRARY is a compila­
tion of Sri Aurobindo's political writings and speeches of the period 1890 
to May I 908. Concerned principally with India's freedom from British 
rule and the means of attaining it, they cover also the resurgence of Asiatic 
countries, the necessity of their emergence as representatives of spiritual 
culture, and other historical and contemporary events or issues. 

Sri Aurobindo's preoccupation with India's freedom and renaissance 
began in his student days at Cambridge where he gave speeches at meetings 
of the Indian Majlis. Only a few incomplete notes on this subject are found 
in his manuscripts of 1 890 -1892. 

Soon after his return to India in 1893, Sri Aurobindo contributed a 
series of unsigned articles to the Indu Prakash, a Marathi-English daily 
of Bombay, at the request of its editor, K. G. Deshpande, his Cambridge 
friend. The series called "New Lamps for Old" was stopped after a time be­
cause the editors were advised that, if the views expressed in their columns 
were continued, the Government would take action against the paper. The 
nine articles of this series written during the period 1 893- 1894 are reproduced 
here directly from the Indu Prakash. Haridas Mukherjee and Uma Mukher­
jee have included them in their book Sri Aurobindo' s Political Thought 

(Calcutta 1958). 
From 1 894 to 1902 we do not find any political writings, published or 

unpublished. 
From 1902 to 1906 Sri Aurobindo carried on his political work in secret. 

Some stray notes and unfinished articles found in his manuscripts of that 
period have been collected in this volume. Of the published writings of 
this period only Bhavani Mandir exists. This was recovered from the 
Government of West Bengal files and first printed in the Sri Aurobindo Mandir 

Annual in 1956. •No Compromise', an article which was privately printed 
and circulated, has not been traced so far. 

Only after hi\ return to Bengal in February 1906 could Sri Aurobindo 
do his political work openly, unhampered by conditions imposed by his 
Baroda service. In March the same year, under his guidance his brother 
Barindra Kumar and others started a Bengali weekly, Yugantar. Sri 
Aurobindo wrote a few articles in the earlier issues of this journal and kept a 
general control over its conduct and policy. It openly preached revolutionary 
ideals of political freedom and action. We have, however, not been able to 
find a single copy of this journal. 

On August 7, 1906 the Bande Mataram was started by Bepin Chandra 
Pal with Sri Aurobindo's assistance. It was in this journal that Sri Aurobindo 
gave full expression to his ideas on Independence as India's political goal 



Bibliographical Note 

and discussed the methods of its realisation. Of this journal no complete 
file is available at present. Only one file is known to be extant, that with 
the Prabartak Sangha of Chandernagore, and this is incomplete. The file, 
however, of the Bande Mataram Weekly, which began later in June 1907, 
is available in its entirety. As most of the important editorials, articles 
and comments published in the Bande Mataram Daily were reproduced in 
this Weekly, the period from June 1907 to September 1908 is well repre­
sented. The gaps in the file are most notable in August, November and 
December 1906 and January 1907. A series of articles on the Calcutta 
Congress of December 1906, referred to in The Doctrine of Passive Resistance, 

is missing. 
After Bepin Chandra Pal left the Bande Mataram sometime towards 

the end of 1906 Sri Aurobindo became its chief editorial writer. The paper 
had no declared editor. (Sri Aurobindo's name was given in one issue 
without his knowledge but was withdrawn on his protesting against it.) 
Sri Aurobindo was the guiding spirit, 1 but there were other contributors of 
marked literary ability : Shyam Sunder Chakravarty, Bijoy Krishna Chatter­
jee and Hemendra Prasad Ghosh, and it would have been very difficult to 
attribute specific Bande Mataram editorials to Sri Aurobindo with reason­
able certainty were it not that a certain number of them, admittedly small, 
had been identified by Sri Aurobindo himself. References and allusions in 
·his notes2 and letters have also been rnade use of in identifying his writings. 
A few of the articles selected for inclusion in this volume on the basis of 
style have been confirmed by notes made by Hemendra Prasad Ghosh in 

his diary. 
The .Bande Mataram editorials and leading articles were occasionally 

reproduced in other papers of the time, e.g. in the Maratha of Poona, and 
were also translated into several Indian languages. A journal in Marathi, 
Vande Mataram, published by Hari Raghunath Bhagavat from the Vande 
Mataram Press Poona drew much of its material from its English namesake. 
The Vande Mataram Press also published in 1 909 selections from Bande 

Mataram in three parts. The Swaraj Publishing House, Benares brought 
out in 1922 a selection from the Bande Mataram. Haridas Mukherjee and - � 
Uma Mukherjee included some articles in their book Bande Mataram and 

Indian Nationalism (1 957). They have also made a comprehensive study 
and identified over a hundred articles of Sri Aurobindo in their two 

1 R. C. Majumdar in his book History of the Freedom Movement in India has quoted 

the following passage from J. L. Banerji's tribute to Sri Aurobindo. 
"Whoever the actual contributor to the Bande Mataram might be - the soul, the 

genius of the paper was Arabinda. The pen might be that of Shyam Sundar or who· 

ever else . . . but the voice was the voice of Arabinda Ghose . . . .  " 

1 See Centenary Volume No. 26, page 28: "Shyam Sunder (Chakravarty) caught up 

something like Sri Aurobindo's way of writing and later on many took his articles for 

Sri Aurobindo's." 



Bande Mataram 

books, Sri A.urobindo's Political Thought (1958) and Sri A.urobindo and the 

New Thought in Indian Politics (i964); But in these books some articles 
are wrongly attributed to Sri Aurobindo. That they are not by him · is 
revealed by a file of some Bande Mataram articles read out to Sri Aurobindo 
for identification. Similarly On Nationalism (1965), published by the Sri 
Aurobindo Ashr�m. also contains two articles that are not his. 

For the purposes of this volume, all available issues of tlie Bande 

Mataram were colleeted in microfilm and photostat copies and their edito­
rial contents studied. · 

However, even after all the clues and circumstantial evidence have been 
taken into account, the authorship of some of the writings included here 
may still be questioned. On the other hand, it may be argued that a few of 
the articles left out are by Sri Aurobindo. We hope future scholarship will 
give us a more complete collection made on a surer and ampler basis. 

Sri Aurobindo's speeches were brought together in book-form in 1922 

by the Prabartak Sangha of Chandernagore. They were reprinted in 1948 

by the Arya Publishing House, Calcutta and . i�sued again by the Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram in 1 952 · and 1969. The speeches of 1 907-1908 and 
1909-1910 are arranged chronologically in Volumes I and 2. 




