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Savitri - Book One - Canto One

Insistent, dissatisfied, without an aim,
Something that wished but knew not how to be,
. Teased the Inconscient to wake Ignorance.

A throe that came and left a quivering trace,
Gave room for an old tired want unfilled,

At peace in its subconscient moonless cave

To raise its head and look for absent light,
Straining closed eyes of vanished memory,

Like one who searches for a bygone self

And only meets the corpse of his desire.

It was as though even in / Nought’s profound,
Even in this ultimate dissolution’s core —

There lurked an unremembering entity,
Survivor of a slain and buried past

Condemned to resume the effort and the pang,
Reviving in another frustrate world.

An unshaped consciousness desired light

And a blank prescience yearned towards distant change.
As if a childlike finger laid on a cheek
Reminded of the endless need in things

The heedless Mother of the universe,

An infant longing clutched the sombre Vast.
Insensibly somewhere a breach began:

A long lone line of hesitating hue

Like a vague smile tempting a desert heart
Troubled the far rim of life’s obscure sleep.
Arrived from the other side of boundlessness
An eye of deity pierced through the dumb deeps;
A scout in a reconnaissance from the sun,

It seemed amid a heavy cosmic rest,

The torpor of a sick and wéary world,

To seek for a spirit sole and desolate

Too fallen to recollect forgotten bliss.
Intervening in a mindless universe,

Its message crept through the reluctant hush
Calling the adventure of consciousness and joy
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And, conquering Nature’s disillusioned breast,
Compelled renewed consent to see and feel.

A thought was sown in the unsounded Void,
A sense was born within the darkness’ depths,
A memory quivered in the heart of Time

As if a soul long dead were moved to live:

But the oblivion that succeeds the fall,

Had blotted the crowded tablets of the past,
And all that was destroyed must be rebuilt
And old experience laboured out once more.
All can be done if the God-touch is there.

A hope stole in that hardly dared to be

Amid the Night’s forlorn indifference .

As if solicited in an alien world

With timid and hazardous instinctive grace,
Orphaned and driven out to seek a home,

An errant marvel with no place to live,

Into a far-off nook of heaven there came

A slow miraculous gesture’s dim appeal.

The persistent thrill of a transfiguring touch
Persuaded the inert black quietude

And beauty and wonder disturbed the fields of God.
A wandering hand of pale enchanted light
That glowed along a fading moment’s brink .,
Fixed with gold panel and opalescent hinge

A gate of dreams ajar on mystery’s verge.

One lucent corner windowing hidden things
Forced the world’s blind immensity to sight.
The darkness failed and dipped like a falling cloak
From the reclining body of a god.

Then through the pallid rift that seemed at first
Hardly enough for a trickle from the suns,
Outpoured the revelation and the flame.

The brief perpetual sign recurred above.,

A glamour from the unreached transcendences
Iridescent with the glory of the Unseen,
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Here where our half-lit ignorance skirts the gulfs
On the dumb bosom of the ambiguous earth,
Here where one knows not even the step in front
And Truth has her throne on the shadowy back of doubt,
On this anguished and precarious field of toil
Outspread beneath some large indifferent gaze,
Impartial witness to our joy and bale,

Our prostrate soil bore the awakening ray.

Here too the vision and prophetic gleam

Lit into miracles common meaningless shapes;
Then the divine afflatus, spent, withdrew,
Unwanted, fading from the mortal’s range.

A sacred yearning lingered in its trace,

The worship of a Presence and a Power

Too perfect to be held ,by death-bound hearts,
The prescience of a marvellous birth to come.
Only a little the God-light can stay:

Spiritual beauty illumining human sight

Lines with its passion and mystery Matter’s mask
And squanders eternity on a beat of Time.

As when a soul draws near the sill of birth,
Adjoining mortal time to Timelessness,

A spark of deity lost in Matter’s crypt

Its lustre vanishes in the inconscient planes,
That transitory glow of magic fire

So now dissolved in bright accustomed air.

The message ceased and waned the messenger.
The single Call, the uncompanioned Power,
Drew back into some far-off secret world

The hue and marvel of the supernal beam:

She looked no more on our mortality.

The excess of beauty natural to God-kind
Could not uphold its claim on time-born eyes;
Too mystic-real for space-tenancy

Her body of glory was expunged from heaven:
The rarity and wonder lived no more.
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Canto Two

The Issue

Awhile, withdrawn in secret fields of thought.
Her mind moved in a many-imaged past

That lived again - paw its end approach:
Dying. it lived impcrishabl , -in her;

Transient and vanishing from transient eyes,
Invisible, a fateful ghoomof oomon

It bore the future on its phantom breast.
Along the fleeting nooooinifar- ackward trail

e r sed ' -stream of the insistent hours.
Andont e - 1 -the mysterious flood
Noo000! Oo0r Oomooooo: forms now 0000 nO more
And the subtle images of things that were,

Her witness spirit stood reviewing Time.

All toomshe once had hoped and dreamed and been,

Flew past her eagle-winged through memory’s skies.
% in a many-hued flaming inner dawn,

#- $#" - *.,$-and &sweet byp ths
Lay mapped to her sun-clear recording view,
From the bright Cooooooiof her childhood’s days
And the blue mountains of her so ring youth
And the paradise groves - peacock wings of Love
To joy clutched under the silent shadow of doom
In a ;oo turn where heaven raced + ( -

Twelve passionate months led in a day omooion
An absolute supernatural darkness falls
On man sometimes when he draws near to God:
nOothour comes whon fail all Naoure oimeans;
Forced out from ) -p:otoc é0g Ignorance

- flung back on his naked primal need,
He at length must cast from him his surface soul
And be the ungarbed entity within:
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That A-,.6had ° B¥%, , ', U LD / t,

A E ,Avhad H A where 7# must % zn vain
s xin her unborn element awake,

| K, will must cancel her body’s destiny.

For only the unborn spirit’s @ + o B Ypower

P n lift the yoke imposed % phi thin +
st7qth Self that "= a thisfigue i, 0 ,

P, , & xN%ist rmi be line

Thatj'in ,hes c& ogisg E y, A ,$,4% / ,CioO
These new % L# =i, ! h,

31, 1ee still lurkingin ,r A = acts

The trail of old - c t& ,ghts and deeds,

"1 'wn the legacy of our buried selves,
The burdensome heirship , u; vanished forms
3)) J ,"714; M4 Mhe body and soul.
31, , i1,an unremembered tale,
beginningl . # motive , plot concealed,
3,0%c living story h s prepare ,.an .m de
Our Ve b= Njaga ', | , e<gisu
"fix y -thez E@ ,Gl )
Fastened withhi d n @ LA wc , s$1,
She must disrupt,di I'd by her o,1 @ ),
Q , |, .,%Y )U,, & immortal’sroad,
Make arased gr ,n , !d sh e anew her |
A DcC 6=M, & original Gods
Meeting upon the borders of the unk! wn,
Q <, ,Brdebate '1# .,ZE" # ," .#e d
Must be wrestled out on a dangerous dim " 1 -
li " 6$2mus confront its formless Cause,

|
=

Az $ ,. uio sew ighitssngle If.
On & ,e ; pe k where Self is § ' with Nought
And A ¢, e ,!,7'0,i, @AYy J stand,

She must plead her case 16 |, & #!)J $s <? {,
In . ,world’s death-cave uphold life’s helpless claim
ed Te A ei# ., % , ¢, B T,

Altered must be Nature’s & < &conomy;

z,
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Acquittance she must  # uB cher past’s bond,
An old ccou't of suffe zng & ausc
Strike out from ime the soul’s long compound debt
AnfitEE ay CPZAyc $PEEEENVA G 1E
Theslsw z 5  vs@9Esz 5 :Law
And the deep need of * yAPZg »EE
And hard sacrifice and tragic consequence.
Out of a timeless barrier she must break,
Penetrate with her thinking depth Athe Void’s monstro's " £Q>&
Look into the lonely eyes of immortal Death
And with her 7' epirit measure  "wfinites | }éecWE
EQ X — ®EsA Zr cAC P ca@ow was close.
A aied E cc M '"®wiQ & 2odts doom,
7 dast lon , &™ Dwemt by with heavy tramp,
Long but too soon to pass, too near the end.
Alone GEthe many faces loved,
Aware among unknowing happy hearts,
8 «& A BzPgsgirit kept tch upon the hours
Listening for a foreseen tremendous step

"t e closed beauty of the | © & (2dUE
A combatant in.silent dreadful liss
c @ mwrld unknowing, for the world she stood:
No elper had she save the Strength within;
x & o witness of terrestrial eyes;
QP& eE& 5% E0 MNature sole below

" the spectators s (that mighty strife.
Around her were the austere sky-pointing Q )f>E
And the green murmurous broad deep-thoughted woods
Muttered incessantly their "TPOEC PAAVE
A dense magnificent coloured self-wrapped life
Draped in the leaves’ vivid emerald monotone
And set with chequered sunbeams and blithe flowers
I  ur d her destiny’s secluded scene.
E Q grown to c QP ¢Et P her spirit:

The } nius of titaZ E i &

eepin}E& "soul # 1
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Had showntoher ¢, 2 .t » , alg(,

7z , mated her with her environment.

[ts 565~ & ,E U(+ (O,

™ b Ogr d ,theeternaland m 6G( -,
.2 ofspre i« , i q,

M2, 3, ), om0, omalu's, s,

,Onr"udn ¢ ,a 1 B8 ua , é

e, ,»0 ,costrip ", 8 4, _+Wa : },

. ,t ,mighty o6 , .t e primitive earth

- ,"/0odi g multitude of patient trees

And 92 0 ~*, : 24, i, sky

And ,ha9o, 5 ,0f , Dpp sifg months
R ,lftinherdeeproom o , (* ., | %,
- u, , ,ysv,adi , rolog(,liced.

— ,u , eternal’s ., W

Setin cloistraly rning f.K] w71,

And watched by the spirati , , ¢ °

Ao e ,through an aureate o enin*, ,— + |
VAR il | 6 feltthe ( 1 F, $

o , hours orgottopasst wrds » O and *48,
R !, kY2 o , 0 Kj, ~,

T 2, &8+ o , ,thefirstd sc nt,
Changing . p 2/ K] dull arthly oun |
“ 0, 8, ,herh~x gthe shadow, Death.

V bamight v jin , U, ©° | <,

u  first | ," 5w heavenward H , .+ -,
T oughall k , ngordeal of race,

Nevera rm ry= qx,ww % | €,

=~ ,bumns, ,\, , od dinou parts,
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Her mind, a sea of white sincerity,

Passionate in flow, had not one turbid wave.

As in anystic and dynamic dance

A priestess of immaculate ecstasies

Inspired and ruled from Truth’s revealing vault
Moves in some prophet cavern of the gods,

A heart of silence in the hands of joy

Inhabited with rich creative beats

A body like a parable of dawn

That seemed a niche for veiled divinity

Or golden temple door to things beyond.
Immortal rhythms swayed in her time-born steps;
Her look, her smile awoke celestial sense

Even in earth-stuff, and their intense delight
Poured a supernal beauty on men’s lives,

A wide self-giving was her native act;

A magnanimity as of sea or sky

Enveloped with  goeatness all that came

And gave a sense as of a greatened world:

Her kindly care was a sweet temperate sun,

Her high passion a blue heaven’s equipoise.

As might a soul fly like a hunted bird,

Escaping with tired wings from a # of storms,
And a quiet reach like a remembered breast,

In a haven of safety and'splendid soft repose
One could drink life back in streams of honey-fire,
Recover the lost habit of happiness,

Feel her bright nature’s glorious ambiance,

And preen joy in her warmth and colour’s rule.
A deep of compassion, a hushed sanctuary,

Her inward help unbarred a gate in heaven;
Love in her was wider than the universe,

The whole world could take refuge in her single heart.
The great unsatisfied godhead here could dwell:
Vacant of the # self’s imprisoned air

Her mood could harbour his sublimer breath
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y &.gh warm subtle ether he refo +d
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In her attracting advent’s luminous wake,
The white-fire dragon ( sof endless bliss

rif ing with u ning wings above h @&Eags:
Heaven’s tran a1 1 shield guarded the 33 6 child.
A glowing orbit was her early so X&
Zears | W gold raiment of the gods that pass;
z 0 youth sat throned in calm felicity.
But joy cannot # #he end:
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To the afflicting penalty of man’s hopes,

Her head she bowed not to the stark decree
Baring her helpless heart to destiny’s stroke.

So bows and must the mind-born will in man
Obedient to the statutes fixed of old,

Admitting without appeal the nether gods.

In her the superhuman cast its seed.

Inapt to fold its mighty wings of dream

Her spirit refused to hug the common soil,

Or, finding all life’s golden meanings robbed,
Compound with earth, struck from the starry list,
Or quench with black despair the God-given light.
Accustomed to the eternal and the true,

Her being conscious of its divine founts

Asked not from mortal frailty pain’s relief,
Patched not with failure bargain or compromise.
A work she had to do, a word to speak;

Writing the unfinished story of her soul

In thoughts and actions graved in Nature’s book,
She accepted not to close the luminous page,
Cancel her commerce with eternity,

Or set a signature of weak assent

To the brute balance of the world’s exchange.

A force in her that toiled since earth was made,
Accomplishing in life the great world-plan,
Pursuing after death immortal aims,

Repugned to admit frustration’s barren role,
Forfeit the meaning of her birth in Time,

Obey the government of the casual fact

Or yield her high destiny up to passing Chance.
In her own self she found her high recourse;

She matched with the iron law her sovereign right:
Her single will opposed the cosmic rule.

To stay the wheels of Doom this greatness rose.
At the Unseen’s knock upon the hidden gates
Her strength made greater by the lightning’s touch
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Or t yfigure of the world M Ahe signs
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In :®cles - Bi6® | "Sgmi6e 5 [IE

A 6 &series of tniept events

To which reason lends illusive sense, R & " &

O . the empiric Life’s instinctive search,

Or «ast ignorant mind’s colossal work.

But wisdom comes, and vision grows within;
Then Nature’s instrument crow s himself her king;
He feels his witn -igself nd 0 4 OR &E AiGE
His soul steps 9 :b 6 aees the +i ht supreme.
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His thought stretches into infinitude:

All in him turns to spirit vastnesses.

His soul breaks out to join the Oversoul,

His life is oceaned by that superlife.

He has drunk from the breasts of the Mother of the worlds;
A topless supernature fills his frame:

She adopts his spirit’s everlasting ground

As the security of her changing world

And shapes the figure of her unborn mights.
Immortally she conceives herself in him,

In the creature the unveiled creatrix works:

Her face is seen through his face, her eyes through his eyes;
Her being is his through a vast identity.

Then is revealed in man the overt Divine.

A static Oneness and dynamic Power

Descend in him, the integral Godhead’s seals;
His soul and body take that splendid stamp.

A long dim preparation is man’s life,

. A circle of toil and hope and war and peace
Tracked out by Life on Matter’s obscure ground.
In his climb to a peak no feet have ever trod, .
He seeks through a penumbra shot with flame

A veiled reality half-known, ever missed,

A search for something or someone never found,
Cult of an ideal never made real here,

An endless spiral of ascent and fall

Until at last is reached the giant point

Through which his Glory shines for whom we were made
And we break into the infinity of God.

Across our nature’s border line we escape

Into supernature’s arc of living light.

This now was witnessed in that son of Force,

In him that high transition laid its base.

Original and supernal Immanence

Of which all Nature’s process is the art,

The cosmic Worker set his secret hand
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Savitri . Book One . Canto Four

A wider consciousness opens then its doors;
Invading from spiritual silences

A ray of the timeless Glory stoops awhile

To commune with our seized illumined clay
And leaves its huge white stamp upon our lives.
In the oblivious field of mortal mind,
Revealed to the closed prophet eyes of trance
Or in some deep internal solitude

Witnessed by a strange immaterial sense,

The signals of eternity appear. .

The truth mind could not know unveils its face,
We hear what mortal ears have never heard,
We feel what earthly sense has never felt,

We love what common hearts repel and dread;
Our minds hush to a bright Omniscient ;

A Voice calls from the chambers of the soul;
We meet the ecstasy of the Godhead’s touch
In golden privacies of immortal fire.

These signs are native to a larger self

That lives within us by ourselves unseen;

Only sometimes a holier influence comes,

A tide of mightier surgings bears our lives
And a diviner Presence moves the soul.

Or through the earthly coverings something breaks,

A grace and beauty of spiritual light,

The murmuring tongue of a celestial fire.
Ourself and a high stranger whom we feel,
It is and acts unseen as if it were not;

It follows the line of sempiternal birth,

Yet seems to perish with its mortal frame.
Assured of the Apocalypse to be,

It reckons not the moments and the hours;
Great, patient, calm it sees the centuries pass,
Awaiting the slow miracle of our change

In the sure deliberate process of world-force
And the long march of all-revealing Time.
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In her fancies of the moment and its mood,

" In the march of this obvious ordinary world
Where all is deep and strange to the eyes that see
And Nature’s common forms are marvel-wefts,
She through his witness sight and motion of might
Unrolls the material of her cosmic Act,

Her happenings that exalt and smite the soul,

Her force that moves, her powers that save and slay,
Her Word that in the silence speaks to our hearts,
Her silence that transcends the summit Word,

Her heights and depths to which our spirit moves,
Her events that weave the texture of our lives

~ And all by which we find or lose ourselves,
Things sweet and bitter, magnificent and mean,
Things terrible and beautiful and divine.

Her empire in the cosmos she has built,

He is governed by her subtle and mighty laws.

His consciousness is a babe upon her knees,

Her endless space is the playground of his thoughts,
His being a field of her vast experiment;

She binds to knowledge of the shapes of Time
And the creative error of limiting mind

And chance that wears the rigid face of fate

And her sport of death and pain and Nescience,
His changed and struggling immortality.

His soul is a subtle atom in a mass,

His substance a material for her works.

His spirit survives amid the death of things,

He climbs to eternity through being’s gaps,

He is carried by her from Night to deathless Light.
This grand surrender is his free-will’s gift,

His pure transcendent force submits to hers.

In the mystery of her cosmic ignorance,

In the insoluble riddle of her play,

A creature made of perishable stuff,

In the pattern she has set for him he moves,
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The burden of a long unmeaning tale.

For the key is hid and by the Inconscient kept;

The secret God beneath the threshold dwells.

In a body obscuring the immortal Spirit

A nameless Resident vesting unseen powers,

With Matter’s shapes and motives beyond thought

And the hazard of an unguessed consequence,

An omnipotent indiscernible Influence,

He sits, unfelt by the form in which he lives

And veils his knowledge by the groping mind.

A wanderer in a world his thoughts have made,

He turns in a chiaroscuro of error and truth

To find a wisdom that on high is his.

As one forgetting he searches for himself;

As if he had lost an inner light he seeks:

As a sojourner lingering amid alien scenes

He journeys to a home he knows no more.

His own self’s truth he seeks who is the Truth;

He is the Player who became the play,

He is the Thinker who became the thought;

He is the many who was the silent One.

In the symbol figures of the cosmic Force

And in her living and inanimate signs

And in her complex tracery of events

He explores the ceaseless miracle of himself,

Till the thousandfold enigma has been solved

In the single light of an all-witnessing Soul.
This was his compact with his mighty mate,

For love of her and joined to her for ever

To follow the course of Time’s eternity,

Amid magic dramas of her sudden moods

And the surprises of her masked Idea

And the vicissitudes of her vast caprice.

Two seem his goals, yet ever are they one

And gaze at each other over bourneless Time;

Spirit and Matter are their end and source.
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His being towered into pathless heights,

Naked of its vesture of humanity.

As thus it rose, to meet him bare and pure

A strong Descent leaped down. A Might, a Flame,
A Beauty half-visible with deathless eyes,

A violent Ecstasy, a Sweetness dire,

Enveloped him with its stupendous limbs

And penetrated nerve and heart and brain

That thrilled and fainted with the epiphany:

His nature shuddered in the Unknown’s grasp.

In a moment shorter than Death, longer than Time,
By a power more ruthless than Love, happier than Heaven,
Taken sovereignly into eternal arms,

Haled and coerced by a stark absolute bliss,

In a whirlwind circuit of delight and force
Hurried into unimaginable depths,

Upborne into immeasurable heights,

It was torn out from its mortality

And underwent a new and bourneless change.

An Omniscient knowing without sight or thought,
An indecipherable Omnipotence,

A mystic Form that could contain the worlds,
Yet make one human breast its passionate shrine,
Drew him out of his seeking loneliness

Into the magnitudes of God’s embrace.

As when a timeless Eye annuls the hours
Abolishing the agent and the act,

So now his spirit shone out wide, blank, pure:
His wakened mind became an empty slate

On which the Universal and Sole could write.

All that represses our fallen consciousness

Was taken from him like a forgotten load:

A fire that seemed the body of a god

Consumed the limiting figures of the past

And made large room for a new self to live.
Eternity’s contact broke the moulds of sense.
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A greater force than the earthly held his limbs,
Huge workings bared his undiscovered sheaths,
Strange energies wrought and screened tremendous hands
Unwound the triple cord of mind and freed
The heavenly wideness of a Godhead’s gaze.
As through a dress the wearer’s shape is seen,
There reached through forms to the hidden absolute
A cosmic feeling and transcendent sight.
Increased and heightened were the instruments.
Illusion lost her aggrandising lens;

As from her failing hand the measures fell,
Atomic looked the things that loomed so large.
The little ego’s ring could join no more;

In the enormous spaces of the self

The body now seemed only a wandering shell,
His mind the many-frescoed outer court

Of an imperishable Inhabitant:

His spirit breathed a superhuman air.

The imprisoned deity rent its magic fence.

As with a sound of thunder and of seas,

Vast barriers crashed around the huge escape.
Immutably coeval with the world,

Circle and end of every hope and toil
Inexorably drawn round thought and act,

The fixed immovable peripheries

Effaced themselves beneath the Incarnate’s tread.
The dire velamen and the bottomless crypt
Between which life and thought for ever move,
Forbidden still to cross the dim dread bounds,
The guardian darknesses mute and formidable,
Empowered to circumscribe the wingless spirit
In the boundaries of Mind and Ignorance,
Protecting no more a dual eternity

Vanished rescinding their enormous role:

Once figure of creation’s vain ellipse,

The expanding zero lost its giant curve.
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‘The old adamantine vetoes stood no more:
Overpowered were earth and Nature’s obsolete rule;
The python coils of the restricting Law -

Could not restrain the swift arisen God:
Abolished were the scripts of destiny.

There was no small death-hunted creature more,
No fragile form of being to preserve

From an all-swallowing Immensity.

The great hammer-beats of a pent-up world-heart
Burst open the narrow dams that keep us safe
Against the forces of the universe.

The soul and cosmos faced as equal powers.

A boundless being in a measureless Time
Invaded Nature with the infinite;

He saw unpathed, unwalled his titan scope.

All was uncovered to his sealless eye.
A secret Nature stripped of her defence,
Once in a dreaded half-light formidable,
Overtaken in her mighty privacy
Lay bare to the burning splendour of his will.
In shadowy chambers lit by a strange sun
And opening hardly to hid mystic keys
Her perilous arcanes and hooded Powers
Confessed the advent of a mastering Mind
And bore the compulsion of a time-born gaze.
Incalculable in their wizard modes,
Immediate and invincible in the act,
Her secret strengths native to greater worlds
Lifted above our needy limited scope,
The occult privilege of demigods
And the sure power-pattern of her cryptic signs,
Her diagrams of geometric force,
Her potencies of marvel-fraught design
Courted employment by an earth-nursed might.
A conscious Nature’s quick machinery
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His mind no more cast into Matter’s mould,
Over their bounds in spurts of splendid strength
She carries-their magician processes

And the formulas of their stupendous speech,

Till heaven and hell become purveyors to earth
And the universe the slave of mortal will.

A mediatrix with veiled and nameless gods
Whose alien will touches our human life,
Imitating the World-Magician’s ways

She invents for her self-bound free will its grooves
And feigns for magic’s freaks a binding cause.
All worlds she makes the partners of her deeds,
Accomplices of her mighty violence,

Her daring leaps into the impossible:

From every source she has taken her cunning means,
She draws from the free-love marriage of the planes
Elements for her creation’s tour-de-force:

A wonder-weft of knowledge incalculable,

A compendium of divine invention’s feats

She has combined to make the unreal true

Or liberate suppressed reality:

In her unhedged Circean wonderland

Pell-mell she shepherds her occult mightinesses;
Her mnemonics of the craft of the Infinite,

Jets of the screened subliminal’s caprice,

Tags of the gramarye of Inconscience,

Freedom of a sovereign Truth without a law,
Thoughts that were born in the immortals’ world,
Oracles that break out from behind the shrine,
Warnings from the daemonic inner voice

And peeps and lightning-leaps of prophecy

And intimations to the inner ear,

Abrupt interventions stark and absolute

And the superconscient’s unaccountable acts,
Have woven her balanced web of miracles

And the weird technique of her tremendous art.
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This bizarre kingdom passed into his charge.
As one resisting more the more she loves,

Her great possessions and her power and law
She gave, compelled, with a reluctant joy;
Herself she gave for rapture and for use.
Absolved from aberrations in deep ways,

The ends she recovered for which she was made:
She turned against the evil she had helped

Her engined wrath, her invisible means to slay;
Her dangerous moods and arbitrary force

She surrendered to the service of the soul

And the control of a spiritual will.

A greater despot tamed her despotism.
Assailed, surprised in the fortress of her self,
Conquered by her own unexpected King,
Fulfilled and ransomed by her servitude,

She yielded in a vanquished ecstasy,

Her sealed hieratic wisdom forced from her,
Fragments of the mystery of omnipotence.

A border sovereign is the occult Force.
A threshold guardian of the earth-scene’s Beyond,
She has canalised the outbreaks of the Gods
And cut through vistas of intuitive sight
A long road of shimmering discoveries.
The worlds of a marvellous Unknown were near,
Behind her an ineffable Presence stood:
Her reign received their mystic influences,
Their lion-forces crouched beneath her feet;
The future sleeps unknown behind their doors.
Abysms infernal gaped round the soul’s steps
And called to its mounting vision peaks divine:
An endless climb and adventure of the Idea
There tirelessly tempted the explorer mind
And countless voices visited the charmed ear;
A million figures passed and were seen no more.
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This was a forefront of God’s thousandfold house,
Beginnings of the half-screened Invisible.

A magic porch of entry glimmering

Quivered in a penumbra of screened Light,

A court of the mystical traffic of the worlds,

A balcony and miraculous fagade.

Above her lightened high immensities;

All the unknown looked out from boundlessness:
It lodged upon an edge of hourless Time,
Gazing out of some everlasting Now,

Its shadows gleaming with the birth of gods,

Its bodies signalling the Bodiless,

Its foreheads glowing with the Oversoul,

Its forms projected from the Unknowable,

Its eyes dreaming of the Ineffable,

Its faces staring into eternity.

Life in him learned its huge subconscient rear;
The little fronts unlocked to the unseen Vasts:
Her gulfs stood nude, her far transcendences
Flamed in transparencies of crowded light.

A giant order was discovered here
Of which the tassel and extended fringe
Are the scant stuff of our material lives.
This overt universe whose figures hide
The secrets merged in superconscient light,
Wrote clear the letters of its glowing code:
A map of subtle signs surpassing thought
Was hung upon a wall of inmost mind.
Illumining the world’s concrete images
Into significant symbols by its gloss,
It offered to the intuitive exegete
Its reflex of the eternal Mystery.
Ascending and descending twixt life’s poles
The seried kingdoms of the graded Law
Plunged from the Everlasting into Time,
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The World-Stair
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In a mystical barrage of dynamic light

He saw a lone immense high-curved world-pile
Erect like a mountain chariot of the Gods
Motionless under an inscrutable sky.

As if from Matter’s plinth and viewless base
To a top as viewless, a carved sea of worlds
Climbing with foam-maned waves to the Supreme
Ascended towards breadths immeasurable;
It hoped to soar into the Ineffable’s reign:

A hundred levels raised it to the Unknown.
So it towered up to heights intangible

And disappeared in the hushed conscious Vast
As climbs a storeyed temple-tower to heaven
Built by the aspiring soul of man to live
Near to his dream of the Invisible.

Infinity calls to it as it dreams and climbs;
Its spire touches the apex of the world;
Mounting into great voiceless stillnesses

It marries the earth to screened eternities.
Amid the many systems of the One

Made by an interpreting creative joy

Alone it points us to our journey back

Out of our long self-loss in Nature’s deeps;
Planted on earth it holds in it all realms:

It is a brief compendium of the Vast.

This was the single stair to being’s goal.

A summary of the stages of the spirit,

Its copy of the cosmic hierarchies
Refashioned in our secret air of self

A subtle pattern of the universe.

It is within, below, without, above.

Acting upon this visible Nature’s scheme

It wakens our earth-matter’s heavy doze

To think and feel and to react to joy;

It models in us our diviner parts,

Lifts mortal mind into a greater air,
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The Subtle Matter
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Only when we have climbed above ourselves,
A line of the Transcendent meets our road
And joins us to the timeless and the true;

It brings to us the inevitable word,

The godlike act, the thoughts that never die.

A ripple of light and glory wraps the brain,
And travelling down the moment’s vanishing route
The figures of eternity arrive.

As the mind’s visitors or the heart’s guests
They espouse our mortal brevity awhile,

Or seldom in some rare delivering glimpse

Are caught by our vision’s delicate surmise.
Although beginnings only and first attempts,
These glimmerings point to the secret of our birth
And the hidden miracle of our destiny.

What we are there and here on earth shall be
Is imaged in a contact and a call.

As yet earth’s imperfection is our sphere,

Our nature’s glass shows not our real self;
That greatness still abides held back within.
Earth’s doubting future hides our heritage:
The Light now distant shall grow native here,
The Strength that visits us our comrade power;
The Ineffable shall find a secret voice,

The Imperishable burn through Matter’s screen
Making this mortal body godhead’s robe.

The Spirit’s greatness is our timeless source
And it shall be our crown in endless Time.

A vast Unknown is round us and within;

All things are wrapped in the dynamic One:

A subtle link of union joins all life.

Thus all creation is a single chain:

We are not left alone in a closed scheme
Between a driving of inconscient Force

And an incommunicable Absolute.

Our life is a spur in a sublime soul-range,
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Only a flickering zest they left behind

Or the fierce lust that brings a dead fatigue.
Amid her swift untold variety

Something remained dissatisfied ever the same
And in the new saw only a face of the old,
For every hour repeated all the rest

And every change prolonged the same unease.
A spirit of her self and aim unsure,

Tired soon of too much joy and happiness,
She needs the spur of pleasure and of pain
And the native taste of suffering and unrest:
She strains for an end that never can she win.
A perverse savour haunts her thirsting lips:

For the grief she weeps which came from her own choice,
For the pleasure yearns that racked with wounds her breast ;
Aspiring to heaven she turns her steps towards hell.

Chance she has chosen and danger for playfellows;

Fate’s dreadful swing she has taken for cradle and seat.

Yet pure and bright from the Timeless was her birth,

A lost world-rapture lingers in her eyes,
Her moods are faces of the Infinite:
Beauty and happiness are her native right,
And endless bliss is her eternal home.

This now revealed its antique face of joy,
A sudden disclosure to the heart of grief
Tempting it to endure and long and hope.
Even in changing worlds bereft of peace,
In an air racked with sorrow and with fear
And while his feet trod on a soil unsafe,
He saw the image of a happier state.
In an architecture of hieratic Space
Circling and mounting towards creation’s tops,
At a blue height which never was too high
For warm communion between body and soul,
As far as heaven, as near as thought and hope,
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Glimmered the kingdom of a griefless life.
Above him in a new celestial vault

Other than the heavens beheld by mortal eyes,
As on a fretted ceiling of the gods,

An archipelago of laughter and fire,

Swam stars apart in a rippled sea of sky.
Towered spirals, magic rings of vivid hue

And gleaming spheres of strange felicity
Floated through distance like a symbol world.
On the trouble and the toil they could not share,
On the unhappiness they could not aid,
Impervious to life’s suffering, struggle, grief,
Untarnished by its anger, gloom and hate,
Unmoved, untouched, looked down great visioned planes
Blissful for ever in their timeless right.

Absorbed in their own beauty and content,

Of their immortal gladness they live sure.

Apart in their self-glory plunged, remote
Burning they swam in a vague lucent haze,

An everlasting refuge of dream-light,

A nebula of the splendours of the gods

Made from the musings of eternity.

Almost unbelievable by human faith,

Hardly they seemed the stuff of things that are.
As through a magic television’s glass

Outlined to some magnifying inner eye

They shone like images thrown from a far scene
Too high and glad for mortal lids to seize.

But near and real to the longing heart

And to the body’s passionate thought and sense
Are the hidden kingdoms of beatitude.

In some close unattained realm which yet we feel,
Immune from the harsh clutch of Death and Time,
Escaping the search of sorrow and desire,

In bright enchanted safe peripheries

For ever wallowing in bliss they lie.
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Even severed, straying from their timeless source,
Even deformed, obscured, accursed and fallen, —
Since even fall has its perverted joy

And nothing she leaves out that serves delight, —
These too can to the peaks revert or here

Cut out the sentence of the spirit’s fall,

Recover their forfeited divinity.

At once caught in an eternal vision’s sweep

He saw her pride and splendour of highborn zones
And her regions crouching in the nether deeps.
Above was a monarchy of unfallen self,

Beneath was the gloomy trance of the abyss,

An opposite pole or dim antipodes.

There were vasts of the glory of life’s absolutes:
All laughed in a safe immortality

And an eternal childhood of the soul

Before darkness came and pain and grief were born
Where all could dare to be themselves and one
And Wisdom played in sinless innocence

With naked Freedom in Truth’s happy sun.

There were worlds of her laughter and dreadful irony,
There were fields of her taste of toil and strife and tears;
Her head lay on the breast of amorous Death,
Sleep imitated awhile extinction’s peace.

The light of God she has parted from his dark

To test the savour of bare opposites.

Here mingling in man’s heart their tones and hues
Have woven his being’s mutable design,

His life a forward-rippling stream in Time,

His nature’s constant fixed mobility,

His soul a moving picture’s changeful film,

His cosmos-chaos of personality.

The grand creatrix with her cryptic touch

Has turned to pathos and power being’s self-dream,
Made a passion-play of its fathomless mystery.
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An inspiration and a lyric cry,

The moments came with ecstasy on their wings;
Beauty unimaginable moved heaven-bare
Absolved from boundaries in the vasts of dream;
The cry of the Birds of Wonder called from the skies
To the deathless people of the shores of Light.
Creation leaped straight from the hands of God;
Marvel and rapture wandered in the ways.

Only to be was a supreme delight,

Life was a happy laughter of the soul

And Joy was king with Love for minister.

The spirit’s luminousness was bodied there.
Life’s contraries were lovers or natural friends
And her extremes keen edges of harmony:
Indulgence with a tender purity came

And nursed the god on her maternal breast:
There none was weak, so falsehood could not live;
Ignorance was a thin shade protecting light,
Imagination the free-will of Truth,

Pleasure a candidate for heaven’s fire;

The intellect was Beauty’s worshipper,

Strength was the slave of calm spiritual law,
Power laid its head upon the breasts of Bliss.
There were summit glories inconceivable,
Autonomies of wisdom’s still self-rule

And high dependencies of her virgin sun,
Illumined theocracies of the seeing soul

Throned in the power of the Transcendent’s ray.
A vision of grandeurs, a dream of magnitudes

In sun-bright kingdoms moved with regal gait:
Assemblies, crowded senates of the gods,

Life’s puissances reigned on seats of marble will,
High dominations and autocracies

And laurelled strengths and armed imperative mights.
All objects there were great and beautiful,

All beings wore a royal stamp of power.
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Smiling like a new-born child at love and hope,
In her nature housing the Immortal’s power,
In her bosom bearing the eternal Will,

No guide she needed but her luminous heart:
No fall debased the godhead of her steps,

No alien Night had come to blind her eyes.
There was no use for grudging ring or fence;
Each act was a perfection and a joy.
Abandoned to her rapid fancy’s moods

And the rich coloured riot of her mind,

Initiate of divine and mighty dreams,

Magician builder of unnumbered forms
Exploring the measures of the rhythms of God,
At will she wove her wizard wonder-dance,

A Dionysian goddess of delight,

A Bacchant of creative ecstasy.

This world of bliss he saw and felt its call,
But found no way to enter into its joy;
Across the conscious gulf there was no bridge.
A darker air encircled still his soul
Tied to an image of unquiet life.
In spite of yearning mind and longing sense,
To a sad Thought by grey experience formed
And a vision dimmed by care and sorrow and sleep
All this seemed only a bright desirable dream
Conceived in a longing distance by the heart
Of one who walks in the shadow of earth-pain.
Although he once had felt the Eternal’s clasp,
Too near to suffering worlds his nature lived,
And where he stood were entrances of Night.
Hardly, too close beset by the world’s care,
Can the dense mould in which we have been made
Return sheer joy to joy, pure light to light.
For its tormented will to think and live
First to a mingled pain and pleasure woke
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The staring visage of her ignorance,

The naked body of her poverty.

Here first she crawled out from her cabin of mud

Where she had lain inconscient, rigid, mute:

Its narrowness and torpor held her still,

A darkness clung to her uneffaced by Light.

There neared no touch redeeming from above:

The upward look was alien to her sight,

Forgotten the fearless godhead of her walk;

Renounced was the glory and felicity,

The adventure in the dangerous fields of Time:

Hardly she availed, wallowing, to bear and live.
A wide unquiet mist of seeking space,

A rayless region swallowed in vague swathes,

That seemed, unnamed, unbodied and unhoused,

A swaddled visionless and formless mind,

Asked for a body to translate its soul.

Its prayer denied, it fumbled after thought.

As yet not powered to think, hardly to live,

It opened into a weird and pigmy world

Where this unhappy magic had its source.

On dim confines where Life and Matter meet

He wandered among things half-seen, half-guessed,

Pursued by ungrasped beginnings and lost ends.

There life was born but died before it could live.

There was no solid ground, no constant drift;

Only some flame of mindless Will had power.

Himself was dim to himself, half-felt, obscure,

As if in a struggle of the Void to be.

In strange domains where all was living sense

But mastering thought was not nor cause nor rule,

Only a crude child-heart cried for toys of bliss,

Mind flickered, a disordered infant-glow,

And random shapeless energies drove towards form

And took each wisp-fire for a guiding sun.

This blindfold force could place no thinking step;
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Existences half-real and half-dream.

A life was there that hoped not to survive:

Beings were born who perished without trace,
Events that were a formless drama’s limbs

And actions driven by a blind creature will.

A seeking Power found out its road to form,
Patterns were built of love and joy and pain

And symbol figures for the moods of Life.

An insect hedonism fluttered and crawled

And basked in a sunlit Nature’s surface thrills,
And dragon raptures, python agonies

Crawled in the marsh and mire and licked the sun.
Huge armoured strengths shook the frail quaking ground,
Great puissant creatures with a dwarfish brain,
And pigmy tribes imposed their small life-drift.

In a dwarf model of humanity

Nature now launched the extreme experience

And master-point of her design’s caprice,
Luminous result of her half-conscious climb

On rungs twixt her sublimities and grotesques

To massive from infinitesimal shapes,

To a subtle balancing of body and soul,

To an order of intelligent littleness.

Around him in the moment-beats of Time

The kingdom of the animal self arose,

Where deed is all and mind is still half-born

And the heart obeys a dumb unseen control.

The Force that works by the light of Ignorance,
Her animal experiment began,

Crowding with conscious creatures her world-scheme;;
But to the outward only were they alive,

Only they replied to touches and surfaces

And to the prick of need that drove their lives.

A body that knew not its own soul within,

There lived and longed, had wrath and joy and grief;
| dmind was there that met the objective world
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And put aside in her subconscient cave.

So must the dim being grow in light and force
And rise to his higher destiny at last,

Look up to God and round at the universe,
And learn by failure and progress by fall

And battle with environment and doom,

By suffering discover his deep soul

And by possession grow to his own vasts.
Half-way she stopped and found her faith no more.
Still nothing was achieved but to begin,

Yet finished seemed the circle of her force,
Only she had beaten out sparks of ignorance,
Only the life could think and not the mind,
Only the sense could feel and not the soul,
Only was lit some heat of the flame of Life,
Some joy to be, some rapturous leaps of sense.
All was an impetus of half-conscious Force,
A spirit sprawling drowned in dense life-foam,
A vague self grasping at the shape of things.
Behind all moved seeking for vessels to hold
A first raw vintage of the grapes of God,

On earth’s mud a spilth of the supernal Bliss,
Intoxicating the stupefied soul and mind

A heady wine of rapture dark and crude,
Dim, uncast yet into spiritual form,

Obscure inhabitant of the world’s blind core,
An unborn godhead’s will, a mute desire.

A third creation now revealed its face.
A mould of body’s early mind was made.
A glint of light kindled the obscure World-Force;
It dowered a driven world with the seeing Idea
And armed the act with Thought’s dynamic point:
A small thinking being watched the works of Time.
A difficult evolution from below
Called a masked intervention from above;
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As if a sea could serve as a firm soil.

That strange observing Power imposed its sight.
It forced on flux a limit and a shape,

It gave its stream a lower narrow bank, .

Drew lines to snare the spirit’s formlessness.

It fashioned the life-mind of bird and beast,
The answer of the reptile and the fish,

The primitive pattern of the thoughts of man.
A finite movement of the Infinite

Came winging its way through a wide air of Time;
A march of Knowledge moved in Nescience
And guarded in the form a separate soul.

Its right to be immortal it reserved,

But built a wall against the siege of death

And threw a hook to clutch eternity.

A thinking entity appeared in Space.

A little ordered world broke into view

Where being had prison-room for act and sight,
A floor to walk, a clear but scanty range.

An instrument-personality was born,

And a restricted clamped intelligence
Consented to restrain in narrow bounds

Its seeking; it tied the thought to visible things,
Prohibiting the adventure of the Unseen

And the soul’s tread through unknown infinites.
A reflex reason, Nature-habit’s glass

Illumined life to know and fix its field,
Accepting a dangerous ignorant brevity

And the inconclusive purpose of its walk,

And profit by the hour’s precarious chance

In the allotted boundaries of its fate.

A little joy and knowledge satisfied

This little being tied into a knot

And hung on a bulge of its environment,

A little curve cut off in measureless Space,

A little span of life in all vast Time.
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The Godheads of the Little Life
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He sees in all things strangely fashioned here
The unwelcome jest of a deceiving Force,

A parable of Maya and her might.

This vast perpetual motion caught and held

In the mysterious and unchanging change

Of the persistent movement we call Time

And ever renewing its recurrent beat,

These mobile rounds that stereotype a flux,
These static objects in the cosmic dance

That are but Energy’s self-repeating whirls
Prolonged by the spirit of the brooding Void,
Awaited life and sense and waking Mind.

A little the Dreamer changed his pose of stone.
But when the Inconscient’s scrupulous work was done
And Chance coerced by fixed immutable laws,
A scene was set for Nature’s conscious play.
Then stirred the Spirit’s mute immobile sleep;
The Force concealed broke dumbly, slowly out.
A dream.of living woke in Matter’s heart,

A will to live moved in the Inconscient’s dust,
A freak of living startled vacant Time,
Ephemeral in a blank eternity,

Infinitesimal in a dead Infinite.

A subtler breath quickened dead Matter’s forms;
The world’s set rhythm changed to a conscious cry;
A serpent Power twinned the insensible Force.
Islands of living dotted lifeless space

And germs of living formed in formless air.

A life was born that followed Matter’s law,
Ignorant of the motives of its steps;

Ever inconstant, yet for ever the same,

It repeated the paradox that gave it birth:

Its restless and unstable stabilities

Recurred incessantly in the flow of Time

And purposeful movements in unthinking forms
Betrayed the heavings of an imprisoned Will.
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Defending his small life from the Invisible;

His being’s kinship to infinity

He has shut away from him into inmost self,
Fenced off the greatnesses of hidden God.

His being was formed to play a trivial part

In a little drama on a petty stage;

In a narrow plot he has pitched his tent of life
Beneath the wide gaze of the starry Vast.

He is the crown of all that has been done:

Thus is creation’s labour justified;

This is the world’s result, Nature’s last poise!

And if this were all and nothing more were meant,
If what now seems were the whole of what must be,
If this were not a stade through which we pass

On our road from Matter to eternal Self,

To the Light that made the worlds, the Cause of things,
Well might interpret our mind’s limited view
Existence as an accident in Time,

Illusion or phenomenon or freak,

The paradox of a creative Thought

Which moves between unreal opposites,
Inanimate Force struggling to feel and know,
Matter that chanced to read itself by Mind,
Inconscience monstrously engendering soul.

At times all looks unreal and remote:

We seem to live in a fiction of our thoughts
Pieced from sensation’s fanciful traveller’s tale,

Or caught on the film of the recording brain,

A figment or circumstance in cosmic sleep.

A somnambulist walking under the moon,

An image of ego treads through an ignorant dream
Counting the moments of a spectral Time.

In a false perspective of effect and cause,

Trusting to a specious prospect of world-space,

It drifts incessantly from scene to scene,

Whither it knows not, to what fabulous verge.
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Canto Six

The Kingdoms and Godheads of the Greater Life

A's one who between dim receding walls
Towards the far gleam of a tunnel’s mouth,
Hoping for light, walks now with freer pace
And feels approach a breath of wider air,

So he escaped from that grey anarchy.

Into an ineffectual world he came,

A purposeless region of arrested birth

Where being from non-being fled and dared

To live but had no strength long to abide.
Above there gleamed a pondering brow of sky
Tormented, crossed by wings of doubtful haze
Adventuring with a voice of roaming winds

And crying for a direction in the void

Like blind souls looking for the selves they lost

. And wandering through unfamiliar worlds;
Wings of vague questioning met the query of Space.
After denial dawned a dubious hope,

A hope of self and form and leave to live

And the birth of that which never yet could be,
And joy of the mind’s hazard, the heart’s choice,
Grace of the unknown and hands of sudden surprise
And a touch of sure delight in unsure things:

To a strange uncertain tract his journey came
Where consciousness played with unconscious self
And birth was an attempt or episode.

A charm drew near that could not keep its spell,
An eager Power that could not find its way,

A Chance that chose a strange arithmetic

But could not bind with it the forms it made,

A multitude that could not guard its sum

Which less than zero grew and more than one.
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And her signals of uncertain swift event,

The hieroglyphs of her symbol pageantries

And her landmarks in the tangled paths " Time.
In her mazes of approach and of rztreat

To every side she draws him and repels,

But drawn too near escapes from his embrace;
All ways she leads him but no way is sure.
Allured by the many-toned marvel of her chant,
Attracted by the witchcraft of her moods

And moved by her casual touch to joy and grief,
He loses himself in her but wins her not.

A fugitive paradise smiles at him from her eyes:
He dreams of her beauty made for ever his,

He dreams of his mastery her limbs shall bear,
He dreams of the magic of her breasts of bliss.
In her illumined script, her fanciful

Translation of God’s pure original text,

He thinks to read the Scripture Wonderful,
Hieratic key to unknown beatitudes.

But the Word of Life is hidden in its script,

The chant of Life has lost its divine note.
Unseen, a captive in a house of sound,

The spirit lost in the splendour of a dream
Listens to a thousand-voiced illusion’s ode.

A delicate weft of sorcery steals the heart

Or a fiery magic tints her tones and hues,

Yet they but wake a thrill of transient grace;

A vagrant march struck by the wanderer Time
They call to a brief unsatisfied delight

Or wallow in ravishments of mind and sense,
But miss the luminous answer of the soul.

$ blind heart-throb that reaches joy through tears,
$ yearning towards peaks for ever unreached,
An ecstasy of unfulfilled desire

Track the last heavenward climbings of her voice.
Transmuted are past suffering’s memories
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Out of her daedal lines he sought escape;

But neither gate of horn nor ivory

He found nor postern of spiritual sight.

There was no issue from that dreamlike space.
Our being must move eternally through Time;
Death helps us not, vain is the hope to cease;
A secret Will compels us to endure.

Our life’s repose is in the Infinite;

It cannot end, its end is Life supreme.

Death is a passage, not the goal of our walk:
Some ancient deep impulsion labours on:

Our souls are dragged as with a hidden leash,
Carried from birth to birth, from world to world,
Our acts prolong after the body’s fall

The old perpetual journey without pause.

No silent peak is found where Time can rest.
This was a magic stream that reached no sea.
However far he went, wherever turned,

The wheel of works ran with him and outstripped;
Always a farther task was left to do.

A beat of action and a cry of search

For ever grew in that unquiet world;

A busy murmur filled the heart of Time.

All was contrivance and unceasing stir.

A hundred ways to live were tried in vain:

A sameness that assumed a thousand forms
Strove to escape from its long monotone

And made new things that soon were like the old.
A curious decoration lured the eye

And novel values furbished ancient themes

To cheat the mind with the idea of change.

A different picture that was still the same
Appeared upon the cosmic vague background.
Only another labyrinthine house

Of creatures and their doings and events,

A city of the traffic of bound souls,
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Canto Seven

A# BDescent into Night

A mind absolved from life, made calm to know,
A heart divorced from the blindness and the pang,
The seal of tears, the bond of ignorance,

He turned to find that wide world-failure’s cause.
Away he looked from Nature’s visible face

And sent his gaze into the viewless Vast,

The formidable unknown Infinity,

Asleep behind the endless coil of things,

That carries the universe in its timeless breadths
And the ripples of its being are our lives.

The worlds are built by its unconscious Breath
And Matter and Mind are its figures or its powers,
Our waking thoughts the output of its dreams.
The veil was rent that covers Nature’s depths:

He saw the fount of the world’s lasting pain

And the mouth of the black pit of Ignorance;

The evil guarded at the roots of life

Raised up its head and looked into his eyes.

On a dim bank where dies subjective Space,

From a stark ridge overlooking all that is,

A tenebrous awakened Nescience, ‘
Her wide blank eyes wondering at Time and Form,
Stared at the inventions of the living Void

And the Abyss whence our beginnings rose.
Behind appeared a grey carved mask of Night
Watching the birth of all created things.

A hidden Puissance conscious of its force,

A vague and lurking Presence everywhere,

A contrary Doom that threatens all things made,
A Death figuring as the dark seed of life,

Seemed to engender and to slay the world.
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Then could he see the hidden heart of Night:
The labour of its stark unconsciousness

Revealed the endless terrible Inane.

A spiritless blank Infinity was there;

A Nature that denied the eternal Truth

In the vain braggart freedom of its thought
Hoped to abolish God and reign alone.

There was no sovereign Guest, no witness Light;
Unhelped it would create its own bleak world.

Its large blind eyes looked out on demon acts,

Its deaf ears heard the untruth its dumb lips spoke;
Its huge misguided fancy took vast shapes,

Its mindless sentience quivered with fierce conceits;
Engendering a brute principle of life

Evil and pain begot a monstrous soul.

The Anarchs of the formless depths arose,

Great titan beings and demoniac powers,
World-egos racked with lust and thought and will,
Vast minds and lives without a spirit within:
Impatient architects of error’s house,

Leaders of the cosmic ignorance and unrest

And sponsors of sorrow and mortality

Embodied the dark Ideas of the Abyss.

A shadow substance into emptiness came,

Dim forms were born in the unthinking Void
And eddies met and made an adverse Space

In whose black folds Being imagined Hell.

His eyes piercing the triple-plated gloom
Identified their sight with its blind stare:
Accustomed to the unnatural dark, they saw
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Her hand’s deflecting and retarding weight

Is laid on the mystic evolution’s curve:

The tortuous line of her deceiving mind

The Gods see not and man is impotent;
Oppressing the God-spark within the soul

She forces back to the beast the human fall.
Yet in her formidable instinctive mind

She feels the One grow in the heart of Time
And sees the Immortal shine through the human mould.
Alarmed for her rule and full of fear and rage
She prowls around each light that gleams through the dark
Casting its ray from the Spirit’s lonely tent,
Hoping to enter with fierce stealthy tread

And in the cradle slay the divine Child.
Incalculable are her strength and ruse,

Her touch is a fascination and a death;

She kills her victim with his own delight;
Even Good she makes a hook to drag to Hell.
For her the world runs to its agony.

Often the pilgrim on the Eternal’s road

Ill-lit from clouds by the pale moon of Mind,
Or in devious by-ways wandering alone,

Or lost in deserts where no path is seen,

Falls overpowered by her lion leap,

A conquered captive under her dreadful paws.
Intoxicated by a burning breath

And amorous grown! of a destroying mouth,
Once a companion of the sacred Fire,

The mortal perishes to God and Light,

An Adversary governs heart and brain,

A Nature hostile to the Mother-force.

The self of life yields up its instruments

To Titan and demoniac agencies

That aggrandise earth-nature and disframe:

A cowled fifth-columnist is now thought’s guide;
His subtle defeatist murmur slays the faith

siAlternative reading : ‘“‘groan”.
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Nature they fill with evil’s institutes,

Turn into defeats the victories of Truth,
Proclaim as falsehoods the eternal laws,

And load the dice of Doom with wizard lies;
The world’s shrines they have occupied, usurped its thrones.
In scorn of the dwindling chances of the Gods
They claim creation as their conquered fief

And crown themselves the iron Lords of Time.
Adepts of the illusion and the masque,

The artificers of Nature’s fall and pain

Have built their altars of triumphant Night

In the clay temple of terrestrial life.

In the vacant precincts of the sacred Fire,

In front of the reredos in the mystic rite

Facing the dim velamen none can pierce,
Intones his solemn hymn the mitred priest
Invoking their dreadful presence in his breast:
Attributing to them the awful Name

He chants the syllables of the magic text

And summons the unseen communion’s act,
While twixt the incense and the muttered prayer
All the fierce bale with which the world is racked
Is mixed in the foaming chalice of man’s heart
And poured to them like sacramental wine.
Assuming names divine they guide and rule.
Opponents of the Highest they have come

Out of their world of soulless thought and power
To serve by enmity the cosmic scheme.

Night is their refuge and strategic base.

Against the sword of Flame, the luminous Eye,
Bastioned they live in massive forts of gloom,
Calm and secure in sunless privacy:

No wandering ray of Heaven can enter there.
Armoured, protected by their lethal masks,

As in a studio of creative Death

The giant sons of Darkness sit and plan
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The drama of the earth, their tragic stage.

All who would raise the fallen world must come

Under the dangerous arches of their power;

For even the radiant children of the gods

To darken their privilege is and dreadful right.

None can reach.heaven who has not passed through hell.

This too the traveller of the worlds must dare.
A warrior in the dateless duel’s strife,
He entered into dumb despairing Night
Challenging the darkness with his lTuminous soul.
Alarming with his steps the threshold gloom
He came into a fierce and dolorous realm
Peopled by souls who never had tasted bliss;
Ignorant like men born blind who know not light,
They could equate worst ill with highest good,
Virtue was to their eyes a face of sin
And evil and misery were their natural state.
A dire administration’s penal code
Making of grief and pain the common law,
Decreeing universal joylessness
Had changed life into a stoic sacrament
And torture into a daily festival.
An act was passed to chastise happiness;
Laughter and pleasure were banned as deadly sins:
A questionless mind was ranked as wise content,
A dull heart’s silent apathy as peace:
Sleep was not there, torpor was the sole rest,
Death came but neither respite gave nor end;
Always the soul lived on and suffered more.
Ever he deeper probed that kingdom of pain;
Around him grew the terror of a world
Of agony followed by worse agony,
And in the terror a great wicked joy
Glad of one’s own and other’s calamity.
There thought and life were a long punishment,
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Received him in their deathless harmonies.

All things were perfect there that flower in Time;
Beauty was there creation’s native mould,

Peace was a thrilled voluptuous purity.

There Love fulfilled her gold and roseate dreams
And Strength her crowned and mighty reveries;
Desire climbed up, a swift omnipotent flame,
And Pleasure had the stature of the gods;
Dream walked along the highway of the stars;
Sweet common things turned into miracles:
Overtaken by the spirit’s sudden spell,

Smitten by a divine passion’s alchemy,

Pain’s self compelled transformed to potent joy
Curing the antithesis between heaven and hell.
All life’s high visions are embodied there,

Her wandering hopes achieved, her aureate combs
Caught by the honey-eater’s darting tongue,

Her burning guesses changed to ecstasied truths,
Her mighty pantings stilled in deathless calm
And liberated her immense desires.

In that Paradise of perfect heart and sense

No lower note could break the endless charm

Of her sweetness ardent and immaculate;

Her steps are sure of their intuitive fall.

After the anguish of the soul’s long strife

At length were found calm and celestial rest
And, lapped in a magic flood of sorrowless hours,
Healed were his warrior nature’s wounded limbs
In the encircling arms of Energies

That brooked no stain and feared not their own bliss.
In scenes forbidden to our pallid sense

Amid miraculous scents and wonder-hues

He met the forms that divinise the sight,

To music that can immortalise the mind

And make the heart wide as infinity

Listened, and captured the inaudible
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This too must now be overpassed and left,

As all must be until the Highest is gained

In whom the world and self grow true and one:
Till that is reached our journeying cannot cease.
Always a nameless goal beckons beyond,
Always ascends the zigzag of the gods

And upward points the spirit’s climbing Fire.
This breath of hundred-hued felicity

And its pure heightened figure of Time’s joy,
Tossed upon waves of flawless happiness,
Hammered into single beats of ecstasy,

This fraction of the spirit’s integer

Caught into a passionate greatness of extremes,
This limited being lifted to zenith bliss,

Happy to enjoy one touch of things supreme,
Packed into its sealed small infinity,

Its endless time-made world outfacing Time,

A little output of God’s vast delight.

The moments stretched towards the eternal Now,
The hours discovered immortality,

But, satisfied with their sublime contents,

On peaks they ceased whose tops half-way to heaven

Pointed to an apex they could never mount,

To a grandeur in whose air they could not live.
Inviting to their high and exquisite sphere,

To their secure and fine extremities

This creature who hugs his limits to feel safe,
These heights declined a greater adventure’s call.
A glory and sweetness of satisfied desire

Tied up the spirit to golden posts of bliss.

It could not house the wideness of a soul

B
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And what she teaches she herself must learn
Arousing knowledge from its sleepy lair.

For knowledge comes not to us as a guest
Called into our chamber from the outer world;
A friend and inmate of our secret self,

It hid behind our minds and fell asleep

And slowly wakes beneath the glows of life;
The mighty daemon lies unshaped within,

To evoke, to give it form is Nature’s task.

All was a chaos of the true and false,

Mind sought amid deep mists of Nescience;

It looked within itself but saw not God.

A material interim diplomacy

Denied the truth that transient truths might live
And hid the deity in creed and guess

That the World-Ignorance might grow slowly wise.
This was the imbroglio made by sovereign Mind
Looking from a gleam-ridge into the Night

In its first tamperings with Inconscience:

Its alien dusk baffles her luminous eyes;

Her rapid hands must learn a cautious zeal;
Only a slow advance the earth can bear.

Yet was her strength unlike the unseeing earth’s
Compelled to handle makeshift instruments
Invented by the life-force and the flesh.

Earth all perceives through doubtful images,

All she conceives in hazardous jets of sight,
Small lights kindled by touches of groping thought.
Incapable of the soul’s direct inlook

She sees by spasms and solders knowledge-scrap,
Makes Truth the slave-girl of her indigence,
Expelling Nature’s mystic unity

Cuts into quantum and mass the moving All;
She takes for measuring-rod her ignorance.

In her own domain a pontiff and a seer,

That greater Power with her half-risen sun



Savitri - Book Two - Canto Ten

" A ?J J ?2 J?2J J Jo 8]
e« J) JJJqgq- *B8J ) *JBqg J

F J J J 23 - ?2(J53 ?AJ
,Jd A I3 -A A * I JA?d

7z JFA ¢ JoJ J) J q J JJ
F J JJ A J J?5Az ') A

, JAJ JA J J J ?2J AE MJ
N?2J- J J A J5) ? J

FA J J3'«J J?2 2 J? J _J
FJ ?2J5AJJ) AJD A (MJ

FJ J JG?2JA *Jt J6 21X 3 &amld
FJ A «BqgJJ A J° i+J

FJ g5Xr«q O 28~ 2(3 J YQ
i A?2MJ  2J5)J? 2 A M2J A J5]J \ MJ
FJ vy A J J]1J° gJ J -(E MJ

FJ (J2 J e J?2J-%J
U AJ qJ$ J? J qJ y J J5 &l
F A J J J%o? pJ ?2MJ
,2) J J2 JJO?2A~J3 3
FJ "He3 q NP ) qA MJ
FJ - qBkY EX J Y A - MJ

) ?2J? ¥q 0@ q-?0A (MJ

FIJA ' ABJ« B J J ?2JA) MJ
L2 53 2J 2?2 §J 2?2 Al

FJ - J5JJC% & J5J ?2 A M J

,?23 3 X J? 3 252 J p MJ

,?23 3 A R J52 J AJ

, J?2 JK 85I A ?] J J- 2?13

BA JJJAJA B J

F J - A4 Akl w3 A ? MJ

223 J 23 ™ 3 J J e J?2 )
2 J- J«J JFq J? 23 3?1 x éJ
F qq ' J J J J  MJ

\ -™g5 J5J J J - AwJ

5 (P29- J? J(J A53?2

245



Savitri - Book Two - Canto Ten

And fears as if a deadly abyss the unknown.

A prudent treasurer of its ignorance,

It shrinks from adventure, blinks at glorious hope,
Preferring a safe foothold upon things

To the dangerous joy of wideness and of height.
The world’s slow impressions on its labouring mind,
Tardy imprints almost indelible,

Increase their value by their poverty;

The old sure memories are its capital stock:

Only what sense can grasp seems absolute:
External fact it figures as sole truth,

Wisdom identifies with the earthward look,

And things long known and actions always done
Are to its clinging hold a balustrade

Of safety on the perilous stair of Time.

Heaven’s trust to it are the established ancient ways,
Immutable laws man has no right to change,

A sacred legacy from the great dead past.

Or the one road that God has made for life,

A firm shape of Nature never to be changed,

Part of the huge routine of the universe.

A smile from the Preserver of the Worlds

Sent down of old this guardian Mind to earth
That all might stand in their fixed changeless type
And from their secular posture never move.

One sees it circling faithful to its task,

Tireless in an assigned tradition’s round;

In decayed and crumbling offices of Time

It keeps close guard in front of custom’s wall,

Or in an ancient Night’s dim environs

It dozes on a little courtyard’s stones

And barks at every unfamiliar light

As at a foe who would break up its home,

A watch-dog of the spirit’s sense-railed house
Against intruders from the Invisible,

Nourished on scraps of life and Matter’s bones
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Her gossamer word-webs of abstract thought,
Her segment systems of the Infinite,

Her theodicies and cosmogonic charts

And myths by which she explains the inexplicable.
At will she spaces in thin air of mind

Like maps in the school-house of intellect hung,
Forcing wide Truth into a narrow scheme,

Her numberless warring strict philosophies;

Out of Nature’s body of phenomenon

She carves with Thought’s keen edge in rigid lines
Like rails for the World-Magician’s power to run,
Her sciences precise and absolute.

On the huge bare walls of human nescience
Written round Nature’s deep dumb hieroglyphs
She pens in clear demotic characters

The vast encyclopaedia of her thoughts;

An algebra of her mathematics’ signs,

Her numbers and unerring formulas

She builds to clinch her summary of things.

On all sides runs as if in a cosmic mosque
Tracing the scriptural verses of her laws

The daedal of her patterned arabesques,

Art of her wisdom, artifice of her lore.

This art, this artifice are her only stock.

In her high works of pure intelligence,

In her withdrawal from the senses’ trap,

There comes no breaking of the walls of mind,
There leaps no rending flash of absolute power,
There dawns no light of heavenly certitude.

A million faces wears her knowledge here

And every face is turbaned with a doubt.

All now is questioned, all reduced to nought.
Once monumental in their massive craft

Her old great mythic writings disappear

And into their place start strict ephemeral signs;
This constant change spells progress to her eyes:
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There ceased the limits of the labouring Power.
But being and creation cease not there.

For Thought transcends the circles of mortal mind,
It is greater than its earthly instrument:

The godhead crammed into mind’s narrow space
Escapes on every side into some vast

That is a passage to infinity.

It moves eternal in the spirit’s field,

A runner towards the far spiritual light,

A child and servant of the spirit’s force.

But mind too falls back from a nameless peak.
His being stretched beyond the sight of Thought.
For the spirit is eternal and unmade

And not by thinking was its greatness born,

And not by thinking can its knowledge come.

It knows itself and in itself it lives,

It moves where no thought is nor any form.

Its feet are steadied upon finite things,

Its wings can dare to cross the Infinite.

Arriving into his ken a wonder space

Of great and marvellous meetings called his steps,
Where Thought leaned on a Vision beyond thought
And shaped a world from the Unthinkable.

On peaks imagination cannot tread,

In the horizons of a tireless sight,

Under a blue veil of eternity

The splendours of ideal Mind were seen
Outstretched across the boundaries of things known.
Origin of the little that we are,

Instinct with the endless more that we must be,

A prop of all that human strength enacts,
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A thought comes down from the ideal worlds
And moves us to new-model even here

Some image of their greatness and appeal

And wonder beyond the ken of mortal hope.
Amid the heavy sameness of the days

And contradicted by the human law,

A faith in things that are not and must be

Lives comrade of this world’s delight and pain,
The child of the secret soul’s forbidden desire
Born of its amour with eternity.

Our spirits break free from their environment;
The future brings its face of miracle near,

Its godhead looks at us with present eyes;

Acts deemed impossible grow natural;

We feel the hero’s immortality,

The courage and the strength death cannot touch
Awake in limbs that are mortal, hearts that fail;
We move by the.rapid impulse of a will

That scorns the tardy trudge of mortal Time.
These promptings come not from an alien sphere:
Ourselves are citizens of that mother State,
Adventurers, we have colonised Matter’s night.
But now our rights are barred, our passports void;
We live self-exiled from our heavenlier home.

An errant ray from the immortal Mind

Accepted the earth’s blindness and became

Our human thought, servant of Ignorance.

An exile, labourer on this unsure globe
Captured and driven in Life’s nescient grasp,
Hampered by obscure cell and treacherous nerve,
R dreams of happier states and nobler powers,
The natural privilege of unfallen gods

Recalling still its old lost sovereignty.

Amidst earth’s mist and fog and mud and stone
It still remembers its exalted sphere

And the high city of its splendid birth.
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Where Knowledge is the leader of the act

And Matter is of thinking substance made,
Feeling, a heavenskird poised on dreaming wings,
Answers Truth’s call as to a parent’s voice,

Form luminous leaps from the all-shaping beam
And Will is a conscious chariot of the Gods,

And Life, a splendour-stream of musing Force,
Carries the voices of the mystic Suns.

A happiness it brings of whispered truth;

There runs in its flow honeying the bosom of Space
A laughter from the immortal heart of Bliss,

And the unfathomed Joy of timelessness,

The sound of Wisdom’s murmur in the Unknown
And the breath of an unseen Infinity.

In gleaming clarities of amethyst air

The chainless and omnipotent Spirit of Mind
Brooded on the blue lotus of the Idea.

A gold supernal sun of timeless Truth

Poured down the mystery of the eternal Ray
Through a silence quivering with the word of Light
On an endless ocean of discovery.

Far-off he saw the joining hemispheres.

On meditation’s mounting edge of trance

Great stairs of thought climbed up to unborn heights
Where Time’s last ridges touch eternity’s skies

And Nature speaks to the spirit’s absolute.

A triple realm of ordered thought came first,
A small beginning of immense ascent:
Above were bright ethereal skies of mind,
A packed and endless soar as if sky pressed sky
Buttressed against the Void on bastioned " “D
The highest strove to neighbour eternity,
The largest widened into the infinite.
But though immortal, mighty and divine,
The first realms were close and kin to human mind;
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But wide the terrains were those levels serve.

In front of the ascending epiphany
World-Time’s enjoyers, favourites of World-Bliss,
The Masters of things actual, lords of the hours,
Playmates of youthful Nature and child God,
Creators of Matter by hid stress of Mind

Whose subtle thoughts support unconscious Life
And guide the fantasy of brute events,

Stood there, a race of young keen-visioned Gods,
King-children born on Wisdom’s early plane,
Taught in her school world-making’s mystic play.
Arch-masons of the eternal Thaumaturge,
Moulders and measurers of fragmented space,
They have made their plan of the concealed and known
A dwelling-house for the invisible King.

Obeying the Eternal’s deep command

They have built in the material front of things
This wide world-kindergarten of young souls
Where the infant spirit learns through mind and sense
To read the letters of the cosmic script

And study the body of the cosmic self

And search for the secret meaning of the whole.
To all that Spirit conceives they give a mould;
Persuading Nature into visible moods

They lend a finite shape to infinite things.

Each power that leaps from the Unmanifest
Leaving the largeness of the Eternal’s peace

They seized and held by their precisian eye

And made a figurante in the cosmic dance:

Its free caprice they bound by rhythmic laws
And compelled to accept its posture and its line
In the wizardry of an ordered universe.

The All-containing was contained in form,
Oneness was carved into units measurable,

The limitless built into a cosmic sum:

Unending Space was beaten into a curve,
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And to a new thinking’s body left its place.

A cage for the Infinite’s great-eyed seraphim Thoughts

Was closed with a criss-cross of world-laws for bars

And hedged into a curt horizon’s arc

The irised vision of the Ineffable.

A timeless Spirit was made the slave of the hours;

The Unbound was cast into a prison of birth

To make a world that Mind could grasp and rule.

On an earth which looked towards a thousand suns,

That the created might grow Nature’s lord

And Matter’s depths be illumined with a soul

They tied to date and norm and finite scope

The million-mysteried movement of the One.
Above stood ranked a subtle archangel race

With larger lids and looks that searched the unseen.

A light of liberating Knowledge shone

Across the gulfs of silence in their eyes;

They lived in the mind and knew truth from within;

A sight withdrawn in the concentrated heart

Could pierce behind the screen of Time’s results

And the rigid cast and shape of visible things.

All that escaped conception’s narrow noose

Vision descried and gripped; their seeing thoughts

Filled in the blanks left by the seeking sense.

High architects of possibility

And engineers of the impossible,

Mathematicians of the infinitudes

And theoricians of unknowable truths,

They formulate enigma’s postulates

And join the unknown to the apparent worlds.

Acolytes they wait upon the timeless Power,

The cycle of her works investigate;

Passing her fence of wordless privacy

Their mind could penetrate her occult mind

And draw the diagram of her secret thoughts;

They read the codes and ciphers she had sealed,
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Out of the chaos of the Invisible’s moods

Derived the calculus of Destiny.

In its bright pride of universal lore

Mind’s knowledge overtopped the Omniscient’s power:
The Eternal’s winging eagle puissances

Surprised in their untracked empyrean

Stooped from their gyres to obey the beck of Thought:
Each mysteried God forced to revealing form, .
Assigned his settled moves in Nature’s game,
Zigzagged at the gesture of a chess-player Will

Across the chequer-board of cosmic Fate.

In the wide sequence of Necessity’s steps

Predicted, every act and thought of God,

Its values weighed by the accountant Mind,

Checked in his mathematised omnipotence,

Lost its divine aspect of miracle

And was a figure in a cosmic sum.

The mighty Mother’s whims and lightning moods
Arisen from her all-wise unruled delight

In the freedom of her sweet and passionate breast,
Robbed of their wonder were chained to a cause and aim;
An idol of bronze replaced her mystic shape

That captures the movements of the cosmic vasts,

In the sketch precise of an ideal face

Forgotten was her eyelashes’ dream-print

Carrying on their curve infinity’s dreams,

Lost the alluring marvel of her eyes;

The surging wave-throbs of her vast sea-heart

They bound to a theorem of ordered beats:

Her deep designs which from herself she had veiled
Bowed self-revealed in their confessional.

For the birth and death of the worlds they fixed a date,
The diameter of Infinity was drawn,

Measured the distant arc of the unseen heights

And visualised the plumbless viewless depths

Till all seemed known that in all time could be.
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This was the play of the bright gods of Thought.
Attracting into time the timeless Light,
Imprisoning eternity in the hours,

This they have planned, to snare the feet of Truth
In an aureate net of concept and of phrase

And keep her captive for the thinker’s joy

In his little world built of immortal dreams:
There must she dwell mured in the human mind,
An empress prisoner in her subject’s house,
Adored and pure and still on his heart’s throne,
His splendid property cherished and apart

In the wall of silence of his secret muse,
Immaculate in white virginity,

The same for ever and for ever one,

His worshipped changeless Goddess through all time.
Or else, a faithful consort of his mind

Assenting to his nature and his will,

She sanctions and inspires his words and acts
Prolonging their resonance through the listening ears,
Companion and recorder of his march

Crossing a brilliant tract of thought and life
Carved out of the eternity of Time.

A witness of his high triumphant star,

Her godhead servitor to a crowned Idea,

He shall dominate by her a prostrate world;

A warrant for his deeds and his beliefs,

She attests his right divine to lead and rule.

Or as a lover clasps his one beloved,

Godhead of his life’s worship and desire,

Icon of his heart’s sole idolatry,

She now is his and must live for him alone:

She has invaded him with her sudden bliss,

An exhaustless marvel in his happy grasp,

An allurement, a caught ravishing miracle.

Her now he claims after long rapt pursuit,

The one joy of his body and his soul:
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Canto Thirteen

In :#B *BOBMind

ALt last there came a bare indifferent sky
Where Silence listened to the cosmic Voice,
But answered nothing to a million calls;

The soul’s endless question met with no response.
An abrupt conclusion ended eager hopes,

A deep cessation in a mighty calm,

A finis-line on the last page of thought

And a margin and a blank of wordless peace.
There paused the climbing hierarchy of worlds.
He stood on a wide arc of summit Space
Alone with an enormous Self of Mind

Which held all life in a corner of its vasts.
Omnipotent, immobile and aloof,

In the world which sprang from it, it took no part
It gave no heed to the paeans of victory,

It was indifferent to its own defeats,

It heard the cry of grief and made no sign,
Impartial fell its gaze on evil and good,

It saw destruction come and did not move.
An equal Cause of things, a lonely Seer

And Master of its multitude of forms,

It acted not but bore all thoughts and deeds,
The witness Lord of Nature’s myriad acts
Consenting to the movements of her Force.
His mind reflected this vast quietism.

This witness hush is the Thinker’s secret base:
Hidden in silent depths the word is formed,
From hidden silences the act is born

Into the voiceful mind, the labouring world;
In secrecy wraps the seed the Eternal sows
Silence, the mystic birthplace of the soul.
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Or an office for misuse of soul and life

And all the waste man makes of heaven’s gifts
And all his squanderings of Nature’s store,

A stage for the comedy of Ignorance.

The world seemed a long aeonic failure’s scene:
All sterile grew, no base was left secure.
Assailed by the edge of the convicting beam
The builder Reason lost her confidence

In the successful sleight and turn of thought
That makes the soul the prisoner of a phrase.
Its highest wisdom was a brilliant guess,

Its mighty structured science of the worlds

A passing light on being’s surfaces.

There was nothing there but a schema drawn by sense,
A substitute for eternal mysteries,

A scrawl figure of reality, a plan

And elevation by the architect Word

Imposed upon the semblances of Time.
Existence’ self was shadowed by a doubt;
Almost it seemed a lotus-leaf afloat

On a nude pool of cosmic Nothingness.

This great spectator and creator Mind

Was only some half-seeing’s delegate,

A veil that hung between the soul and Light,
An idol, not the living body of God.

Even the still spirit that looks upon its works
Was some pale front of the Unknowable;

A shadow seemed the wide and witness Self,
Its liberation and immobile calm

A void recoil of being from Time-made things,
Not the self-vision of Eternity.

Deep peace was there, but not the nameless Force:
Our sweet and mighty Mother was not there
Who gathers to her bosom her children’s lives,
Her clasp that takes the world into her arms
In the fathomless rapture of the Infinite,
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In a world of beings and momentary events
Where all must die to live and live to die.
Immortal by renewed mortality,

It wandered in the spiral of' its acts

Or ran around the cycles of its thought,

Yet was no more than its original self

And knew no more than when it first began.
To be was a prison, extinction the escape.

END OF CANTO THIRTEEN



Canto Fourteen

BY orld-Soul

A covert answer to his seeking came.

In a far-shimmering background of Mind-Space
A glowing mouth was seen, a luminous shaft;
A recluse-gate it seemed, musing on joy,

A veiled retreat and escape to mystery.

Away from the unsatisfied surface world

It fled into the bosom of the unknown,

A well, a tunnel of the depths of God.

It plunged as if a mystic groove of hope
Through many layers of formless voiceless self
To reach the last profound of the world’s heart,
And from that heart there surged a wordless call
Pleading with some still impenetrable Mind,
Voicing some passionate unseen desire.

As if a beckoning finger of secrecy
Outstretched into a crystal mood of air,
Pointing at him from some near hidden depth,
As if a message from the world’s deep soul,

An intimation of a lurking joy

That flowed out from a cup of brooding bliss,
There shimmered stealing out into the Mind

A mute and quivering ecstasy -of light,

A passion and delicacy of roseate fire.

As one drawn to his lost spiritual home

Feels now the closeness of a waiting love,

Into a passage dim and tremulous |

That clasped him in from day and night’s pursuit,
He travelled led by a mysterious sound.

A murmur, multitudinous and lone,

All sounds it was in turn, yet still the same,

A hidden call to unforeseen delight
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A mightier task remained than all he had done.
To that he turned from which all being comes,

A sign attending from the Secrecy

Which knows the Truth ungrasped behind our thoughts
And guards the world with its all-seeing gaze.

In the unapproachable stillness of his soul,
Intense, one-pointed, monumental, lone,

Patient he sat like an incarnate hope

Motionless on a pedestal of prayer.

A Strength he sought that was not yet on earth,
Help from a Power too great for mortal will,

The Light of a Truth now only seen afar,

A sanction from his high omnipotent Source.

But from the appalling heights there stooped no voice;
The timeless lids were closed; no opening came.
A neutral helpless void oppressed the years.

In the texture of our bound humanity

He felt the stark resistance huge and dumb

Of our inconscient and unseeing base,

The stubborn mute rejection in Life’s depths,

The ignorant No in the origin of things.

A veiled collaboration with the Night

Even in himself survived and hid from his view:
Still something in his earthly being kept

Its kinship with the Inconscient whence it came.

A shadowy unity with a vanished past

Treasured in an old world-frame was lurking there,
Secret, unnoted by the illumined mind,

And in subconscious whispers and in dream

Still murmured at the mind’s and spirit’s choice.
Its treacherous elements spread like slippery grains
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The wonder and beauty of its Love and Force.
The eternal Goddess moved in her cosmic house
Sporting with God as a Mother with her child:
To him the universe was her bosom of love,

His toys were the immortal verities.

All here self-lost had there its divine place.

The Powers that here betray our hearts and err,
Were there sovereign in truth, perfect in joy,
Masters in a creation without flaw,

Possessors of their own infinitude.

There Mind, a splendid sun of vision’s rays,
Shaped substance by the glory of its thoughts
And moved amidst the grandeur of its dreams.
Imagination’s great ensorcelling rod

Summoned the unknown and gave to it a home,
Outspread luxuriantly in golden air

Truth’s iris-coloured wings of fantasy,

Or sang to the intuitive heart of joy

Wonder’s dream-notes that bring the Real close.
Its Power that makes the unknowable near and true,
In the temple of the ideal shrined the One:

It peopled thought and mind and happy sense
Filled with bright aspects of the might of God
And living persons of the one Supreme,

The speech that voices the ineffable,

The ray revealing unseen Presences,

The virgin forms through which the Formless shines,
The Word that ushers divine experience

And the Ideas that crowd the Infinite.

There was no gulf between the thought and fact;
Ever they replied like bird to calling bird;

The will obeyed the thought, the act the will,
There was a harmony woven twixt soul and soul.
A marriage with eternity divinised Time.

There “C hpursued unwearied of her sport,

Joy in her heart and laughter on her lips,
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Canto Four

The %% B, Bhe 00,B

Then suddenly there rose a sacred stir.

Amid the lifeless silence of the Void

In a solitude and an immensity

A sound came quivering like a loved footfall
Heard in the listening spaces of the soul;

A touch perturbed his fibres with delight.

An influénce had approached the mortal range,

A boundless Heart was near his longing heart,

A mystic Form enveloped his earthly shape.

All at her contact broke from silence’ seal;

Spirit and body thrilled identified,

Linked in the grasp of an unspoken joy;

Mind, members, life were merged in ecstasy.
Intoxicated as with nectarous rain

His nature’s passioning stretches flowed to her
Flashing with lightnings, mad with luminous wine.
All was a limitless sea that heaved to the moon.

A divinising stream possessed his veins,

His body’s cells awoke to spirit sense,

Each nerve became a burning thread of joy:
Tissue and flesh partook beatitude.

Alight, the dun unplumbed subconscient caves
Thrilled with the prescience of her longed-for tread
And filled with flickering crests and praying tongues.
Even lost in slumber, mute, inanimate

His very body answered to her power.

The One he worshipped was within him now:
Flame-pure, ethereal-tressed a mighty Face
Appeared and lips moved by immortal words;
Lids, wisdom’s leaves, drooped over rapture’s orbs.
A marble monument of ponderings, shone
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